
T he Parental Rights in 
Education bill, which 
aims to restrict teachers’ 

ability to discuss or teach anything 
related to sexual orientation and 
gender identity within classrooms, 
was signed into law at the end 
of March by Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis. Supporters of the 
legislation say that it will improve 
parents’ ability to control the 
information that children receive 
regarding LGBTQ+ topics, therefore 
giving them increased parental 
control and authority. However, it 
has been dubbed the “Don’t Say 
Gay” law by critics because it could 
effectively eliminate people’s right to 
even mention something related to 
the LGBTQ+ community within a 
school environment. 

The legislation states that 
“classroom discussion about sexual 
orientation or gender identity” in 
kindergarten through grade 3, and 
also “in certain grade levels or in 
a specified manner,” is prohibited. 
Many feel that this wording is 
ambiguous and does not directly 
outline what is prohibited. Opponents 
of the bill argue that this ambiguity 
could result in the ban being 
extended beyond the 3rd grade and 

applied to all K–12 classrooms.
“This kind of ever-present 

possibility of having to defend oneself 
will have its own chilling effects,” 
said Clay Calvert, a professor at the 
University of Florida Levin College of 
Law, to NBC News. He, along with 
all Florida teachers, will be subject 
to possible legal action if he teaches 
anything that may be interpreted as 
discussion of sexual orientation or 
gender identity.

Florida has become a catalyst for 
a slew of anti-LGBTQ bills, inspiring 
many other states, such as Alabama, 
Ohio, Louisiana and New Jersey, to 
introduce similar legislation. Many 
LGBTQ+ rights advocates, including 
Equality Florida, have filed a lawsuit 
against Ron DeSantis aiming to block 
the law. “This effort to control young 
minds through state censorship–and 
to demean LGBTQ+ lives by denying 
their reality–is a grave abuse of 
power,” the lawsuit says. 

“The institutionalization of these 
bills is an overt form of structural 
transphobia and homophobia,” 
Arjee Restar, assistant professor of 
epidemiology at the University of 
Washington, explained to NPR, “and it 
goes against all public health evidence 
in creating a safe and supportive 

environment for transgender, non-
binary, queer, gay and lesbian youths 
and teachers to thrive.”

Research has shown that these 
new laws will threaten the mental 
health of LGBTQ+ youth. “Telling a 
child not to talk about their gender 
sends the message that something 
is wrong with them, which creates 
the kind of shame, feelings of low 
self-worth, and hopelessness that 
place trans youth at risk for so many 
negative mental health outcomes,” 
explained Abbie Goldberg, a Clark 
University psychology professor who 
focuses on gender diversity and sexual 
orientation, to Psych Central. 

The Trevor Project found in 
2021 that kids who attend LGBTQ+ 
affirming schools have reduced rates 
of depression and anxiety. Goldberg 
explains that talking about sexual 
orientation and gender identity with 
young children helps reduce stigma 
around sexual and gender diversity. 
“Talking about these things doesn’t 
confuse children — it allows them a 
space to discuss things they’re already 
wondering about and curious about,” 
Goldberg said. 

Creating safe environments is 
essential to all children and teens, 
whether they identify as part of 

the LGBTQ+ community or not. 
Providing support and understanding 
from those around them creates 
an environment of empathy and 
understanding among peers. 

In 2020, gun-related injuries 
became the leading cause of death 
among children and teens in the 
United States. So far this year, there 
have been over 27 school shootings. 
As Republican leaders across the 
country continue to ban and vilify 
LGBTQ+ discussions, us kids are left 
wondering: Why won’t they target 
what’s really hurting us?

“DON’T SAY GAY” BILL PASSES IN FLORIDA. WHAT’S NEXT?
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Ambigous: Capable of being understood 
in two or more possible ways
Catalyst: Something that provokes or 
speeds significant change or action
Demean: To lower in character or dignity
Transphobia/Homophobia: Dislike 
of or prejudice against transsexual, 
transgender or gay people
Transgender: A person who does 
not identify with the sex they were 
assigned at birth
Non-binary: Gender identities that are 
not solely male or female
Stigma: Social characterization of a 
behavior or condition as a sign of disgrace
Empathy: The ability to understand 
and share the feelings of another
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NewsBrief

In March, school girls across Afghanistan put on their 
uniforms and headed off to class, returning after a 
seven-month ban enacted by the Taliban. Within hours, 
they were sent home.

After regaining power in Afghanistan, the Taliban 
banned teenage girls from attending school. The group 
agreed to lift the ban on March 23, but changed their 
minds at the last minute. The frustrated school girls 
took to the streets of Kabul in protest. “Education is our 
fundamental right, not a political plan,” they chanted 
outside of the Ministry of Education.

The actions of the Taliban have caused 
international anger. The World Bank, a global 
financial institution, has suspended four projects 
worth $600 million aimed at improving education, 
health and agriculture in Afghanistan.

Afghan School Girls Denied 
Education AGAIN 
MALIYAH LEDESMA • age 10 and INDYKIDS STAFF

The number of book challenges in the 
United States rose from 156 in all of 

2020 to 330 in just the fall of 2021, according 
to a new American Library Association report. 
Since January 2021, more than 30 states have 
introduced classroom censorship laws which 
regulate discussions and literature, according to 
PEN America. 

Republican lawmakers and some parents have 
begun challenging books that introduce topics 
such as race and LGBTQ+ issues, which they 
argue are “controversial” and “divisive subjects.” 
In particular, discussions regarding systemic 
racism, white privilege and male privilege have 
been targeted, according to the American Civil 
Liberties Union. State legislatures have claimed 
that these books cause students to feel guilt or 
shame over their race or sex.

The students represented by these so-called 
divisive books are often left out of mainstream 
media and made to feel like their existence 

is unimportant. For Black, Hispanic, Native 
American and LGBTQ kids, it can be validating 
to see themselves within literature. According to 
the National Education Association (NEA), these 
books are referred to as “mirrors”—as marginalized 
kids feel represented—and “windows”—as it’s 
equally important for all kids to understand the 
experiences of those outside of their communities. 

“These texts inspire conversations around 
‘uncomfortable’ subjects,” high school student 
and advocate for young people in politics Jack 
Lobel explained to Parents magazine. “When 
these texts aren’t taught to us, we’re losing out on 
conversations that have the potential to inspire 
real positive change in our communities.” 

According to the NEA, by banning these 
books, school boards and state legislators are 
communicating to marginalized kids that their 
experience doesn’t matter. The Economic Policy 
Institute found that 70% of Black students attend 
segregated schools, so it’s still hard for kids of 
different races to connect and care for each other. 
Diverse books teach empathy, says Erika Long, a 
school librarian in Tennessee. If white kids lose 
these books, they lose the window to be able to see 
what their peers experience. If they can’t see it, 
the NEA says, they can’t help stop it.

“You only want to give white kids books about 
white kids and white experiences?” asks teacher 
and author Torrey Maldonado. “How are we ever 
going to build empathy?”

MIKHAIL RAZZAK • age 13 and INDYKIDS STAFF

Jamaica, a country that, like so many others, 
was pillaged by British colonialism 

and subject to years of slavery, is demanding an 
apology. In late March, Prince William and his 
wife Kate Middleton arrived in Jamaica for a 
week-long Caribbean tour and were met with anti-
colonial protests.

Advocates Network Jamaica argued in an 
open letter that reparations from the British 
monarchy are needed to help repair the 
generational damage of slavery. The letter, which 
was signed by 100 Jamaican leaders, said they 
saw “no reason to celebrate” the queen’s recent 
jubilee, commemorating 70 years since she became 
queen, “because her leadership, and that of her 
predecessors, [has] perpetuated the greatest human 
rights tragedy in the history of humankind.”

Many activists believe that reparations are an 
appropriate apology given the mass profiting of 
slave owners in the Western economy. According to 
Jamaican lawmaker Mike Henry, proper reparations 
from Britain should amount to £7.6 billion ($10 
billion). He explans that this number is derived 
from the £20 million given to slave owners by the 
British government in 1837 as compensation for “lost 
property” after slavery was abolished in 1833.

In addition to the queen’s jubilee, the royal 
couple’s visit coincided with Jamaica’s 60th 
anniversary of independence. Hours before Prince 
William’s visit, Jamaica declared that the country 
would be transitioning into a republic. Currently, 
Jamaica is a constitutional monarchy with 
Queen Elizabeth II as its head of state. A Jamaican 
republic would strip her of this title. Many suspect 
the trip was meant to persuade Jamaica not to 

follow Barbados, which transitioned to a republic 
last November. 

Upon arrival, Prince William expressed his 
“profound sorrow” over the slave trade and said 
that “it never should have happened,” but he did 
not give the apology that the activists demanded. 
“There was no responsibility taken!” said the 
Advocates Network in a statement.
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Only a little more than half of New York 
City students with disabilities graduated 

high school in 2021, significantly less than the 81% 
graduation rate citywide. This disparity could be 
largely attributed to the lack of support students 
with special needs are given in many schools. 

For students with mobility concerns, schools 
lacking elevators, wheelchair accessible ramps 
or bathroom stalls are not an option. Those who 
have cognitive disabilities find roadblocks caused 
by a lack of staff available to provide them with 
the extra support they require. As a result, almost 
18,000 eighth graders across the city have been left 
with few or no options.

The New York City Department of Education 
states that “every high school is expected to welcome 

and serve students with disabilities.” However, 
according to the School Construction Authority, only 
73% of New York City high schools are considered 
“accessible.” This includes buildings that are only 
partially accessible, meaning many of these buildings 
are not suitable for all kids with disabilities. 

Kathy Hochul, governor of New York state, 
pledged $240 million in January to fund private 
schools which serve children with disabilities. 
However, Hochul then vetoed a bill that would 
make state funding for these private schools equal 
to that of public schools, which limited the effects 
of her previous decision. 

A recent UNICEF report found that over 240 
million kids around the world are living with a 
disability. Of them, 47% do not attend elementary 
school, and 27% are not able to attend high 
school. Advocates are still pressing for more to be 
done. “Inclusive education cannot be considered a 
luxury,” said Maria Alexandrova, a UNICEF youth 
advocate for inclusive education from Bulgaria. 
“No child, especially the most vulnerable, should 
have to fight for their basic human rights alone. 
We need governments, stakeholders and NGOs 
to ensure children with disabilities have equal, 
inclusive access to education.”

T he Russian war against Ukraine is having 
worldwide consequences. In March, the 

United Nations food chief David Beasley warned 
that the war has created “a catastrophe on top of 
a catastrophe” and that we may see a food crisis 
worse than during the Second World War. Since 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, tens 
of thousands of civilians and both Ukrainian and 
Russian soldiers have died, and there is still no end 
in sight.

Ukraine is a large exporter of grains, corn and 
vegetable oil. Russia is the second-largest producer 
of natural gas, a key ingredient used in fertilizers, 
which farmers depend on to grow crops. Together, 
Ukraine and Russia produce a third of worldwide 
wheat supplies. As Ukrainian farmers are being 
forced to fight the war, they can no longer care for 
their crops, so exports have almost ground to a halt. 
Wheat is one of the cheapest and most widely used 
grains and is a critical component of food security.  

As a result, food has and will continue to 
become more expensive. Even before the war, 
grocery prices in the United States had already 
gone up by 8.6% following the coronavirus 

pandemic. Global wheat prices have risen between 
20% to 50% so far this year. Africa, in particular, 
is being heavily impacted. Wheat makes up 90% 
of Africa’s $4 billion of total goods traded with 
Russia and 50% of their $4.5 billion of goods traded 
with Ukraine. One-third of East Africa’s grain 
supply comes from Russia and Ukraine, according 
to Akinwumi Adesina, president of the African 
Development Bank. 

For now, Ukraine is still producing wheat. 
However, exporting the estimated 55 million tons of 
wheat currently available in the country, according 
to Earth.org, is the main issue. As the ports used 
by Ukraine to export 90% of their goods by cargo 
ship have been seized by Russia, they can now only 
export a small fraction of their wheat by land.

The world may now be bracing for a global 
wheat shortage, as the U.N. warns that 30% to 40% 
of the fall 2022 harvest in Ukraine is now at risk. 
These losses are the equivalent to the daily calorie 
intake of nearly 150 million people.

Russian Ukraine War Could Ignite 
Global Food Shortage
SAARA RATHOD • age 13 and INDYKIDS STAFF

  Seh Yuh Sorry!" Jamaica Welcomes British 
Royals With Anti-Colonial Protests

The U.S. women’s national soccer team finally 
reached a settlement in their pay gap lawsuit against 
the U.S. Soccer Federation in February. The players 
received $24 million and a promise of equal pay 
from the U.S. Soccer Federation.

The lawsuit, which was filed in 2016, alleged 
that the women’s team was paid unfairly, as their 
compensation was significantly less than the men’s 
team, despite the fact that they are a higher-ranking 
team. The women’s soccer team won the World Cup 
in 2019, which earned them around $30 million. For 
the 2018 men’s World Cup, the prize money was 
$400 million.

The U.S. Soccer Federation upheld their pledge in 
May and will now pay both teams equally. “This is a 
truly historic moment,” team president Cindy Parlow 
Cone said in a statement. “These agreements have 
changed the game forever here in the United States 
and have the potential to change the game around 
the world.”

U.S. Women’s Soccer 
Champions Finally Get the 
Recognition They Deserve
MELINA FERREYRA • age 9 and INDYKIDS STAFF

P
hoto courtesy of Tey-M

arie A
studillo

RAYA EL-HAJJAR • age 14

AIDA EL-HAJJAR • age 13 Science Briefs

Both the northern and southern poles experienced 
unprecedented heat waves over the same weekend in 
March. “This Antarctic heat wave definitely changes 
what we thought was possible for Antarctic weather,” 
Dr. Jonathan Wille, a postdoctoral researcher in polar 
meteorology at Université Grenoble Alpes in France, 
tweeted following the freak event. 

Both poles saw temperature hikes of up to 70 
degrees F. While this could have been a random 
weather event, many scientists have suggested that 
it is a worrying sign of things to come as global 
warming worsens. 

“Climate change is loading the dice for these types 
of warmer and more moisture events to occur,” 
said Dr. Zachary Labe, a researcher in atmospheric 
sciences, to Vice. “Certainly, it aligns with the idea that 
climate change would make more of these warmer 
and wetter events likely to occur in the future.” 

When temperatures rise, sea levels do, too. When the 
sea levels rise, land, inch by inch, starts to disappear 
into the sea. Venice, Italy, could be totally submerged 
by 2100!

Pole Heat Waves Raise a Red Flag!

Back in 2021, a team of scientists from three 
universities around the United States unveiled the 
world’s first-ever living robots. Just one year later, 
the robots have evolved and can reproduce. 

These so-called xenobots are engineered from 
stem cells from African clawed frogs and can 
be programmed to perform tasks, like moving 
tiny objects around a Petri dish, the Smithsonian 
reported. They also discovered that these 
microscopic cells can self-heal. Now the team of 
scientists have discovered that the xenobots are able 
to self-replicate also!

The scientists hope that xenobots could advance 
healthcare technology, like learning to analyze 
how medications can aid or damage individuals. 
They may even be able to destroy harmful cells in 
the human body, meaning they could be used to 
treat cancer one day. According to Josh Bongard, a 
robotics expert at the University of Vermont, the bots 
could also be used to remove microplastics from 
the ocean one day, which could have a significant 
impact on climate change.

This Isn’t Science Fiction. Could 
Self-Replicating Living Robots 
Save Us All?

ANYA ROTHMAN-CIMINO • age 10
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Divisive: Causing disagreement
Systemic racism: Racist policies and practices that 
exist throughout a whole society or organization
White privilege: The set of social and economic 
advantages that white people have by virtue of their 
race in a culture characterized by racial inequality

Disparity: Significant difference
Veto: A constitutional right to reject a decision or 
proposal made by a law-making body

Seh Yuh Sorry: Patois dialect for “say you’re sorry”
Colonialism: The policy or practice of acquiring 
full or partial political control over another 
country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it 
economically
Reparations: Compensation provided to those who 
have suffered or whose descendants have suffered 
wrongdoing
Monarchy: A monarchy is a form of government that 
has a single person known as a monarch at its head
Republic: A state which is governed by the people 
and their elected representatives
Constitutional monarchy: System of government 
in which a monarch shares power with a 
constitutionally organized government

U.S. Women’s World Cup champions cheered by tens of thousands 
in NYC, July 2019
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Pay gap: The gender pay gap is the difference in 
average hourly earnings between women and men

Food security: The state of having reliable access to 
a sufficient quantity of affordable, nutritious food

Our Diverse 
Books Are 
Under Attack!

Education Roadblocks for Kids With Disabilities

Prince William, Duke of Cambridge
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Communism: A type of government as well as an economic system (a way 
of creating and sharing wealth).In a communist system, individual people 
do not own land, factories or machinery. Instead, the government or the 
whole community owns these things. Everyone is supposed to share the 
wealth that they create.
Pacifism: The view that violence is always wrong
Dissent: To publicly disagree with an official opinion or decision
Discrimination: The unfair treatment of one particular person or group of people

J ust eight years after the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 outlawed discrimination, in 1972 
Shirley Chisholm became the first person 

of color and woman to run for president of the United 
States, winning 152 electoral votes. Prior to this, 
Chisholm became the first Black woman to be elected 
to Congress in 1968. 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1924, Chisholm came 
from one of New York City’s poorest communities. 
Before getting into politics, she attended Brooklyn 
College and went on to earn her master’s degree in 
elementary education from Columbia University about 
five years later.

After college, Chisholm joined the Bedford-
Stuyvesant Political League, an organization that 

fought for civil rights. She also joined groups such 
as the League of Women Voters and the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
Chisholm was an advocate for improving childhood 
education, immigrant rights and expanding child care 
for women.

Once Chisholm was elected to Congress in 
1968, she became a champion for many welfare 
programs, like expanding the Food Stamp Program 
and protecting reproductive rights. While serving 
on the body, she refused to take a back seat. “I have 
no intention of just sitting quietly and observing,” 
Chisholm said in her first House speech, where she 
spoke against the continued funding and support of 
the Vietnam War. She also co-founded the National 

Congress of Black Women, which advocates for women 
of color in education, politics and economics. 

While Chisholm did not win the presidency, she 
did lay the foundations for future generations of Black 
women. In February, Ketanji Brown Jackson finally 
became the first Black woman to serve as a justice of 
the United States Supreme Court. Still today, 50 years 
later, no woman or Black woman has been president 
of the United States.

“[Chisholm] understood what we were lacking 
in America, and being ‘unbought’ is to stand up for 
yourself, understanding that nobody can take away 
what’s inside of you.” 

– Barbara Bullard, president of the Shirley Chisholm Institute

1972 - 2022: HOW MUCH HAS REALLY CHANGED IN 50 YEARS?
T he United States entered the Vietnam 

War on Nov. 1, 1955, with the apparent 
intention of trying to prevent the spread 
of communism. A huge percentage 

of Americans opposed the war and felt that the 
devastation caused by the violent assault was immoral. 
It is estimated that by the end of the war in 1975, over 
1 million soldiers and civilians died in the conflict.

As a result of the unrest, antiwar movements 
erupted across the United States. The agenda of these 
protests was to demand an end to military intervention 
in Vietnam and to promote pacifism.

By 1972, this organized dissent had spread all over 
U.S. campuses, and most students opposed the war. 

April saw one of the largest organized movements with 
an estimated 100,000 people flocking to New York City 
to march. Many of these protesters were high school 
students. In May, violent antiwar protests broke out at 
the University of Minnesota, an event that would later 
be referred to as the Eight Days in May. This event 
was part of the last wave of protests nationally.

Now decades after the antiwar movement emerged, 
the world is still immersed in warfare and human 
rights abuses. After the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
students once again took to the streets and rallied across 
the United States and world in mass acts of dissent.

Youth-led groups like the Dissenters, a national 
organization, are paving the way for the next 

generation in antiwar efforts. 
“We’re building local 

teams of young 
people … to force 

our elected 
officials and 
institutions to 
divest from 
war and 

militarism,” say the Dissenters on their website. 
The antiwar movements during the Vietnam 

War had a deep impact on American culture, and 
they succeeded in changing attitudes throughout 
the military. As a direct result of this movement, 
the voting age was lowered from 21 to 18. Antiwar 
movements from 50 years ago and today reveal the 
power of student activism.

T itle IX of the Civil Rights Act, which prohibits discrimination 
based on a person’s sex within education, turns 50 this year, and 
it’s still having a big impact today. The bill was created by Rep. 
Patsy Mink in 1972. Mink was the first Asian American woman 

and first woman of color in Congress. One of the biggest impacts the new law 
had was in sports. Once passed, Title IX created a more equal playing field for 
female athletes. 

Before Title IX, women were not offered athletic scholarships, they struggled 
to gain funding for their facilities and equipment, and there were no women’s 
sport championships. “There has been a significant increase in the 
number of young girls playing sports since Title IX was enacted,” says 
lawyer Amy Trask in an interview with CBS Sports. Our country 
has a long history of sexism and discrimination based on gender, 
which is why laws like Title IX are so important. Enforcing 
laws like this are critical in trying to tackle inequality. 

Last year, the U.S. Department of Education stated 
that the protections of Title IX now extend to transgender 
students and members of the LGBTQ+ community. In the 
2021 legislative session, 23 states considered bills that target 
LGBTQ+ youth. Most of these bills limit the healthcare 
that transgender youth have access to or outright ban them 
from participating in school sports. Title IX should now, by 
law, prohibit these discriminatory bills from being passed. 

But 50 years after passage of Title IX, are women still 
struggling to be seen as equal? A 2020 study by Champion 
Women found that 90% of universities still do not meet Title 
IX standards and continue to discriminate against women. In 
May, it was announced that the U.S. women’s soccer team would 
be paid the same as the men’s, a decision which could not have 
been possible without Title IX. The team’s legal battle for equal pay is 
just the latest step in the slow and ongoing walk toward gender equality.
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E ever wonder what the first 
game console was? Back 
in 1972, the Magnavox 
Odyssey home video 

game console was released. Created 
by Ralph Baer—who also created the 
original concept for Pong, which was also 
released the same year—the Magnavox 
Odyssey offered people the opportunity 
to “participate in television,” something 
which had never been done before!

In a world where virtual reality 
gaming now exists and the advent of the 
metaverse is upon us, it’s hard to imagine 
what this invention would have been 
like 50 years ago. While the Magnavox 
Odyssey was not a very big success, it did 
pave the way for every video game console 
that came after it.

Research has suggested that video 
games can help kids develop problem-
solving skills, improve cognitive ability 
and mood, and reduce anxiety. At the 
beginning of the coronavirus pandemic in 
2020, Verizon found that gaming was up 
75% after just the first week of mass self-
isolation. Video games proved a fun and 
comforting way for kids and adults alike to 
connect and enjoy time together safely. 

“People learn how to negotiate, 
collaborate, to take turns, to think critically 
with others,” says Isabela Granic, professor 
of developmental psychopathology at 
Radboud University in the Netherlands, 
in an interview with Time. “People learn 
how to persevere in the face of failure. To 
take failure over and over and still work at 
some kind of goal.”

While there are benefits to playing 
video games, it’s just as important to limit 
screen time and get outside whenever 
possible. Research has shown that too 
much game playing can have a negative 
impact on physical health, sleep schedule 
and can create a lack of motivation.

Gaming in 2022

February 5
Bob Douglas becomes 
the first African 
American elected to the 
Basketball Hall of Fame.

March 2
The first man-made 
satellite leaves the 
solar system.

Student Antiwar 
Movements Then 
And Now

April

June 3
Sally Priesand 
becomes the 
first female 
rabbi in the 
United States, 
and the second 
female rabbi in 
Jewish history.

NEENA SAPKOTA • age 13 and INDYKIDS STAFF

Title IX Turns 50: But Has It 
Achieved Its Goal of Equality?

June 23

U.S. Women’s World Cup champions cheered by tens of thousands in NYC, July 2019. Photo 
courtesy of Tey-Marie Astudillo

The Birth of Video 
Game Consoles!

The Senate Confirms 
Ketanji Brown Jackson to 

serve on the U.S. Supreme 
Court, April 2022

September

MADISON HARRIS • age 11 and 
INDYKIDS STAFF

The original game console: 
Magnavox Odyssey

December 7
Apollo 17 launched, the final 
manned lunar landing mission 
where the crew takes the 
famous “blue marble” photo of 
the entire Earth.

November 7 Attorney Joe Biden is elected to the U.S. Senate.
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Meet an IndyKids Reporter... Zahra Latheef!
Twelve-year-old Zahra 
Latheef lives in Texas, 
where she has been 
homeschooled since 
kindergarten. She 
has been writing for 
IndyKids for just over 
two years now. Zahra 
is also a budding audio 
journalist and took part 
in the recent IndyKids 
Climate Series Podcast.

ZAHRA LATHEEF • age 11

How did you first get involved with IndyKids, 
and what do you most enjoy about the 
workshops?
My mom signed me up for a writing workshop, 

and I was assigned to write about 
houselessness. I really enjoyed it, so I 
kept writing articles for IndyKids. I 
enjoyed getting advice from my 
mentor, writing the articles, and 
seeing them published. I was 
assigned fun and interesting 
topics to write about, like the 
underwater youth climate 
movement and the ban on 
coral-damaging sunscreen. 
I also had an amazing 
opportunity to participate in a 
climate podcast which discussed 
the problems facing climate 
change and how to prevent it.
What motivated you to become a kid 
journalist?
I was motivated knowing that the current issues I 

write about will educate young people like myself. 
What advice do you have for kids who want to 
start writing?

Don’t be nervous! You can do anything you set 
your mind to. Your mentor will be there to help 
and guide you. Also, you should start reading 
articles about world issues so that you become 

acquainted with them.
Why do you think social justice news 

reporting is important? 
Social justice news reporting 
is important because it helps 
other people realize what’s 
happening in the world so they 
can take steps to prevent it. It 
also provides people a chance 
to see different viewpoints 
on important issues, so they 
broaden their understanding.
What topics do you most 

enjoy writing about and/or feel 
most passionate about?

I enjoy writing about climate change 
because it’s a huge problem. I enjoy traveling 

to different places and learning about different 
environments. Climate change has a huge impact 
on the weather, ecosystems and our way of life. 
Learning about it helps me to understand how 
important reducing waste and fossil fuel usage is. 

After a long pause because of COVID-19, the 
youth climate strikes are back, with protests 

erupting in 750 locations around the world during 
March. These young activists are protesting for 
immediate action on the climate crisis.

The protesters are calling on wealthier 
countries to begin paying climate reparations. 
“The bigger your carbon footprint, the bigger your 
moral duty,” Greta Thunberg said to the Guardian 
in 2019. The activists want wealthier countries 
to be held accountable for the damage they have 
caused and to invest in reducing some of the 
damage the climate crisis has already caused, and 
make changes that will prevent future damage. 
But passing out money is only a short-term 
solution. Wealthier countries could move to invest 
in different methods of carbon removal like 
reforestation.

The youth activists are calling on the wealthiest 
1% of the world’s population to take action against 
climate change. This group, a majority of whom 
live in the United States, is responsible for 15% of 
all greenhouse gases in the world’s atmosphere, 
while the poorest 50% are responsible for only 7%, 
according to a 2020 report by Oxfam. Despite this, 
the world’s poorest are the ones who are impacted 
by the consequences of climate change the most.  

The war in Ukraine is also encouraging 
protesters to take to the streets. Much of Russia’s 
power lies in their access to fossil fuels. With 14% 
of the world’s gas supply, they are the world’s 
third-largest gas producer. Countries around the 
world rely on oil and gas, and the war in Ukraine 
is highlighting how dependent we all are on fossil 
fuels. “Reducing reliance on fossil fuels enhances 
national security for the United States and other 
countries,” said Rod Schoonover, a climate security 
expert with the Council on Strategic Risks’ Center 
for Climate and Security. 

“While the climate movement has continued 
during COVID, we need to reignite hope and strikes 
to push our leaders to act,” said Liv Schroeder, 
national co-executive director and policy director 
at Fridays for Future, in an interview with Inside 
Climate News. “Young people are angry, and I want 
fossil fuel executives to be as scared as we are.”

Youth Around the World 
Are Striking for Our Planet's 
Future Once Again
GRACE STEVENS • age 11

Someday You Could Be... An Editor Like John Tarleton

Zahra: As editor in chief of the Indypendent, 
what would you say sets you apart from 
other newspapers?
John: My approach has always been to listen 

closely to what people’s interests are. We have 
people who write for the Indypendent that have 
had many years of journalism experience, and 
[we give them the freedom to] write in a way 
that other publications wouldn't. We also train a 
lot of journalists, like IndyKids. If their interests 
are sincere, and they are aware of what’s going 
on in the world, we work with them. There's 
obviously a lot of media here [in New York], but 
nobody's doing what we do. I think what we do 
that's unique is we create a sense of community 
for people that often feel like this capitalist 
society we live in is alienating, and we remind 
them that there's plenty of people who are 
working very hard to create a better, more fair 
city and world to live in.
Zahra: Why do you think social justice 
reporting is crucial to the world of journalism?
John: Because so much of the media tells 

stories from the perspective of the wealthy 

and the powerful. Mainstream corporate media 
tends to focus on what powerful politicians 
say, or the police chief, or the CEOs of large 
companies. Those voices are so dominant in the 
media. Social justice media gives us a picture 
of the world from the perspective of people 
who are most impacted by the system we live 
in. Not just how they're impacted, but how 
they're organizing collectively to try to change 
their situation for the better. Corporate media 
has a financial imperative to make as much 
profit as they can for their top executives and 
their shareholders. This often leads to a very 
superficial, sensationalistic kind of journalism, 
with emphasis on celebrities or crime. We don't 
have the same imperative. We're not trying to 
maximize profits for shareholders, so we have a 
different approach to journalism.
Zahra: What is one of your proudest 
achievements so far as editor in chief?
John: When Congresswoman Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez from New York City was first 
running four years ago hardly anyone knew 
or cared who she was. Nobody thought she 

had a chance in the world of winning. The 
Indypendent covered her when hardly anyone 
knew or cared who she was. We interviewed 
AOC and many of her staff and community 
volunteers. And I came to realize that she had 
a very good chance of winning, so we featured 
her on our cover. We managed to tell her story 
and give her visibility in New York City that 
she had never had before. I think it made a 
difference in that election, because a  lot of 
people were able to see her on the cover and 
find out who she was and why she was running.
Zahra: Do you have any advice for young 
people who are looking to become journalists?
John: Be curious about everything. Read a lot, 

read different sources and follow your interests. 
Don't be shy about interviewing people. You 
can learn so much from interviewing people. 
Basically journalism is a great excuse to be 
constantly learning about everything and to be 
meeting all sorts of interesting people. 

John Tarleton is the editor in chief of the 
New York-based Indypendent newspaper, 
which he also co-founded in 2000. John 
also co-hosts a weekly news radio show 
on WBAI. The Indypendent is the largest 
progressive newspaper in New York.

Samuel’s DIY Food Projects
Samuel’s Food Gardens presents:

How to regrow store-bought food at home!

Materials Needed: 
Repurposed plastic food 
containers or cups.
 
Fresh vegetables: 
Green onions are most 
effective! But you can 
also start the process of 
regrowing lettuce, onions 
and carrots.

Prepare your veggies!

Green onions: Cut around 
2-3 inches up from the root 
of the white core. 

Lettuce & onions: Cut the 
bottom 2-3 inches off from 
the root.

Carrots: Cut 2-3 inches from 
the top of the carrot.

• Place your veggies into 
the vessels you collected 
earlier. Make sure they 
are standing upright. For 
green onions, lettuce and 
onions, the root should be 
at the bottom. 

• Carrots are placed with 
the top root sticking up.

• Then, add enough water. 
so that the base of the 
vegetable is covered. 
Don’t submerge them in 
water though!

Make sure to top up the water 
to keep it at the same level 
every day, and clean out your 
vessel every two days.

Fun Fact: Instead of 
throwing away the 
waste water every 
two days, you can 
feed it to some of 
your house plants! 
It will be full of 
delicious nutrients 
that plants love.

Take part in this food sustainability project at 
home and post your progress to Instagram 
with the hashtag #IndyKidsInSamsGarden 
to get featured!

Once sprouted, green onions and 
lettuce can be reused for cooking and 

grown again!

Onions & carrots will sprout and 
eventually require soil.

Image by IndyKids reporter, 
Grace Stevens.

Image by IndyKids reporter, 
Grace Stevens.

Climate reparations: Seeking compensation 
from wealthier countries for loss and damage in 
poorer ones
Carbon removal: The process of removing carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere and locking it away 
for centuries
Reforestation: The process of replanting an area 
with trees
Greenhouse gases: Gasses in the Earth’s 
atmosphere that trap heat

Image by Markus Spiske on Unsplash

Image by Fridays For Future
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Getting Wild With... 

Hippopotamuses
Hippopotamuses, which are native 

to Africa, are semi-aquatic 
animals, meaning that they live 
both in water and on land. An 

adult male hippo can weigh up to 9,000 pounds, 
but they are still very good swimmers. Hippo 
populations have been dropping due to habitat 
loss caused by climate change and hunting. As 
hippos are reliant on freshwater systems, they 
are often threatened by drought and the loss of 
grazing areas.

Poachers hunt hippos for their meat, skin 
and ivory teeth. Unfortunately, hippos are also 
considered a threat to humans. They are the 
world’s second-deadliest animal, killing around 
500 people per year. Interestingly, humans also 
rely on hippos. Their dung provides nutrients 
to Africa’s aquatic ecosystem, according to a 
study by Douglas McCauley at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara. As their numbers 
have decreased, so has the nutrient balance 
within local freshwater systems.

Hippopotamuses have been classified as 
vulnerable since 2016. About 3,081 hippos 

are killed per year for their body parts, with 
hippo teeth exports increasing by 530% in the 
last decade alone, according to Save Animals 
Facing Extinction. There are only 125,000 to 
148,000 common hippos now left in the wild. 
As a result, wildlife protection groups have 
recently petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service for hippos to be declared an endangered 
species. This would prevent most hippo items 
from being bought and sold in the United 
States. “Limiting U.S. imports by listing hippos 
under the Endangered Species Act will grant 
them important protections and will set the 
stage for other countries to follow,” said Tracie 
Letterman, vice president of federal affairs for 
the Humane Society Legislative Fund. “We will 
not sit back and watch hippos vanish.”

ANCHEN LYU • age 8

Answer: Queen Mother Audley Moore

1. I was born in New Iberia, La., on July 27, 1898.
2. Both of my parents died before I reached the 

fourth grade. I went to live with my grandmother, 
a former slave. I only ever received an elementary 
school education.

3. My activism isn’t very well documented. My ideas 
were mainly spread orally, and as a working-class 
Black woman, I was not the subject of much study or 
documentation, leaving few written records of my 
achievements.

4. I became very immersed in the civil rights movement 
and allied with prominent leaders such as Marcus 
Garvey, Nelson Mandela, Winnie Mandela, Rosa 
Parks and Jesse Jackson.

5. In 1957, I presented a petition to the United Nations, 
and a second in 1959, arguing for reparations of 
$200 billion to Black Americans to monetarily 
compensate for 400 years of slavery.

6. At a conference in Philadelphia in October 1962, I 
called on the audience to “demand for reparations 
for the injuries inflicted upon [our] nation by the 
dominant white nation.”

7. I founded the Universal Association of Ethiopian 
Women (UAEW) in the 1960s. This group led poor 
and working-class Black women in petitioning the 
state to reinstate their welfare benefits as a form of 
reparations.

8. Taking the first of many trips to Africa in 1972, I was 
given the title “Queen Mother” by members of the 
Ashanti people in Ghana.

9. My activism lasted for 70 years, and I dedicated the 
majority of my career to fighting for reparations. I 
argued that to promote reparations was to adopt a 
political stance that claimed that the Middle Passage, 
slavery and Jim Crow systematically destroyed 
the culture, heritage and rights of Africans and their 
descendants, and that these atrocities could only be 
remedied through extensive economic restitution 
distributed by way of grassroots networks.

10. On May 2, 1997, I peacefully passed away at age 98.

Who am I?

Thank you 
for your 
continued 
support!
Now more than ever, we need sources of media 
for our youth that center the stories of people of 
color, immigrants, women, workers and LGBTQIA+ 
communities. IndyKids is the nation’s only social justice-
oriented newspaper written by kids for kids. Now in its 
16th year in print, IndyKids is distributed to classrooms 
and households in 35 states, helping thousands of youth 
think more critically about the news of the world. Plus, it’s 
free and ad-free! 
Subscription costs cover only the cost of mailing issues 
to subscribers. We rely on donations to cover all other 
costs of producing IndyKids and running our Kid Reporter 
Program, through which more than 600 youth have been 
trained as journalists. 
Can you contribute today to help us continue printing 
IndyKids and training the journalists of tomorrow? Thank 
you for your continued support! 
Give online today at 
http://indykids.org/main/donate/ 
To donate via mail, send a check makde out to “IndyKids” 
to P.O. Box 2281, New York, NY 10163

Image by Pixabay
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