
V oting rights in the United 
States have come under 
attack since the 2020 

presidential election. Eighteen states 
have already made voting more difficult 
by enacting 30 new voting laws. Many 
of these laws give legislators more 
control over how elections are run, 
and can make it easier for them to 
challenge the results.

So far this year, eight states have 
enacted laws that make it harder for 
voters to deliver their mail-in ballots. 
In-person voting is being altered, 
as well. Three states have enacted 
laws which promote more vigorous 
ID requirements when voting in 
person, and three more have reduced 
the number of polling stations. In 
Georgia, restrictions have been put on 
the use of ballot-return drop boxes, 
and it is now illegal to give food or 
water to those waiting in lines to vote.

The American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) has branded these 
restrictive new laws as blatant voter 
suppression. This is a strategy where 
lawmakers influence the results 
of an election by passing new laws 

that make it harder to vote, often 
disproportionately affecting Black 
and Brown citizens. Hosting polls 
in less locations means people have 
to commute farther during the 
workweek, oftentimes outside public 
transport routes. Reducing polling 
hours means people who do not have 
flexible work hours may not be able 
to vote. 

Sean Morales-Doyle, acting director 
of the Voting Rights and Elections 
Program at the Brennan Center for 
Justice, said in an exclusive interview 
with IndyKids that Republican state 
legislatures are trying to restrict voting 
rights as a “backlash against record-
high turnout in [the 2020 election], 
including by voters of color.” Morales-
Doyle explains, “People in power seem 
to be worried about more voters being 
engaged in our democracy and what 
that will mean for their ability to 
maintain their power.” 

In response to these restrictive 
new laws, the Democratic Party has 
been attempting to pass the For the 
People Act, which represents one of 
the most extensive federal changes 

of the U.S. election system in one 
generation. Morales-Doyle says this 
bill could result in a “transformative 
change in our democracy.” The bill 
would allow voters to use mail-in 
ballots if requested, stop states from 
disenfranchising felons who have 
served their sentence, and automatically 
register people to vote, which would 
remove the extra step of people having 
to go register themselves. This could 
make people more inclined to vote, 
ultimately creating a more diverse 
voting population.

The act was passed by the House of 
Representatives in March of this year; 
however, it was blocked by Republicans 
in the Senate after a filibuster. “But 
we should not give up hope that it 
may still pass,” said Morales-Doyle. 
“Congress needs to pass the For the 
People Act, ... and President Biden has 
an important role to play in advocating 
for them to do that.”

During a speech in Philadelphia, 
Biden expressed concern over the new 
voter suppression laws and warned 
that this is the “most significant test 
of our democracy since the Civil 

War.” However, many civil rights 
organizations question whether his 
actions reflect his words.

Organizations such as the 
Brennan Center for Justice and 
the Poor People’s Campaign work 
to ensure that every American has 
an equal voice and is represented 
in elections. “If we want our 
government to serve everyone, we 
need to make sure everyone has an 
equal opportunity to participate in 
our democracy and have their voice 
heard,” Morales-Doyle explained. 

Isabel Peterson and Sophia 
Theoharis Caruso, both age 11, and 
Indi Barnes, age 13, joined the Poor 
People’s Campaign to fight for voting 
rights. In a Teen Vogue op-ed, they wrote, 
“Right now we are too young to vote, 
but if this path of voter suppression 
continues, we fear there will be nothing 
left when we are of age.”

 OUR VOTING RIGHTS ARE UNDER ATTACK: THE TIME 
TO FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY IS NOW

Original illustration by Sydney Greene sydvisuals.com. 
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Disenfranchise: deprive someone of 
the right to vote
filibuster: a tactic of parliamentary 
procedure where a person can delay 
or entirely prevent debate or votes on 
specific legislation
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NewsBrief

Mariano Fuentes, Madrid’s councilor of 
environment and urban development, 
announced plans to build an urban 
forest surrounding the city to combat the 
city’s heat and improve air quality. The 
“greenway” will be made up of nearly half a 
million trees, which will not only potentially 
lower the temperature by two degrees, 
but will absorb greenhouse emissions 
generated by city pollution. 
The trees will circle around the 46-mile 

perimeter of the city, providing shade for 
miles. The forest will also provide a lot of 
oxygen, making it easier to breathe. The 
stalks of wood and leaves that will make 
up the greenway will be Spanish junipers, 
black pine, beech and several oak species. 
These native trees are low maintenance and 
require little water.
Fuentes not only hopes that the trees will 

provide lots of oxygen, but he also hopes 
they will absorb 175,000 tons of CO2 per 
year, helping to combat climate change.

Madrid Set to Grow Urban 
Forest to Fight Climate Change
JUNE FINK • age 10

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott signed a controversial 
bill this August that will alter the way that 

teachers can discuss current events and the racist 
history of the United States in their classrooms. So 
far, 27 states have introduced bills and 12 states have 
enacted bans on what they refer to as critical race 
theory (CRT) in K-12 public schools.

CRT is a way of reexamining U.S. history 
through a lens of racism. The academic framework 
was developed in the 1970s and ’80s and is 
predominantly taught in colleges and universities. 
It centers on the concept that racism in the United 
States is systemic and ingrained in institutions—
like government, education and media—which, it 
is argued, work to perpetuate white supremacy. 
CRT is a complex theory, and according to AP 
News, there is “little to no evidence that [it] is being 
taught to K-12 public school students.”

Despite the fact that CRT is not technically 
being taught in schools, many parents and 
Republican legislators have argued that it is. In 
light of the racial awakening of the 2020 Black 
Lives Matter movement, CRT has become a 
catchall phrase used by Republicans to describe 
racial concepts which, they argue, target white 
students and make them feel guilty. “Some parents 
who oppose the theory say it shames white students 
into thinking they are ‘racist’ or ‘bad,’” according 
to Madeline Mitchell of the Cincinnati Enquirer. 
Therefore, some parents think that when learning 

about slavery, their children will feel that they are 
inherently racist. 

Despite what legislators, critics and some 
parents think about CRT, many proponents of 
the framework argue that CRT does not teach 
individuals that they are racist, but allows all 
students to better understand cultures and their own 
environments. “CRT does not look at the behavior of 
individuals,” said Rodney Coates, professor of global 
and intercultural studies at Miami University, in the 
Cincinnati Enquirer. “It does not analyze bias in specific 
people or events, but in processes.”

Ultimately, these politically charged bans on CRT 
will prevent educators from teaching antiracism and 
an accurate depiction of history in their classrooms, 
explains Shareefah Mason, a social studies teacher 
at Zumwalt Middle School in Dallas, to the Texas 
Tribune. “The more we remove the ability to have 
these critical and crucial conversations,” said Mason, 
“we are going to continue to whitewash the system 
that is already whitewashed.”

LUCA CANTAGALLO • age 11 and INDYKIDS STAFF
Argentina has become the first Latin 

American country to officially recognize 
non-binary people. The country is now allowing 
people to put an “X” on national identity 
documents if they do not identify as male or 
female. 

The change was enacted by President Alberto 
Fernández on July 21. One of the first people to 
be given a non-binary identification document was 
Gerónimo Carolina González Devesa, according to 
Human Rights Watch. Devesa, a 34-year-old doctor, 
expressed that “Leaving this binary [system] implies 
being able to start working in a world in which all 
people can enter and that effectively respects all 
identities.”

Argentina’s step toward gender inclusivity 
follows countries like New Zealand, Canada and 
Australia. While it is not federally recognized 
in the United States, some states, including 
Arkansas, California, Hawaii and Illinois, already 
legally recognize non-binary people on some 
state identification documents. However, some 
LGBTQAI+ advocates say that they do not want to 
be Xes; they want all ID forms to not include any 
gender identifiers at all. 

This is not the first push for gender inclusivity 
in Argentina, as some activists have been fighting 
to make their language more inclusive. Some 
have been pushing for the letter “e” to replace the 
masculine “o” and the feminine “a” in the Spanish 
language. Non-binary people are not the only ones 

standing up for this change. According to the New 
York Times, President Fernández has openly used 
gender-neutral language like “Argentines.”

However, the idea of gender neutrality in 
language has been strongly opposed by some, 
including the Royal Spanish Academy, an 
organization which manages the most authoritative 
dictionary in the Spanish language. They 
have argued that gender-inclusive language is 
unnecessary. 

Judge Elena Liberatori, a Buenos Aires city 
judge who supports the move to a more gender-
neutral language, suggested that “language reveals 
the inequalities that exist in society at large,” in 
an interview with the New York Times. The U.N. 
has said that using gender-inclusive language is 
an extremely important way to promote gender 
equality and combat gender bias.

Madrid aerial photo.

Breaking News
By INDYKIDS Staff

Enbridge, a Canadian pipeline corporation, 
has recently faced an increase in protests 

from Indigenous, environmental and citizen groups 
in northern Minnesota opposing the replacement of 
the Line 3 pipeline.

The new pipeline will be 337 miles longer 
and will double the capacity of the current one. 
The project will be the most expensive tar sands 
pipeline in the world, costing more than $9 billion. 
It will transport diluted tar sands from Alberta, 
Canada, to Superior, Wis., but crosses through 
numerous treaty-protected tribal territories and 
natural resources like rivers and streams, raising 
concerns over oil spills and environmental harm. 
Enbridge claims that it is safer to replace the 
current, outdated pipeline using modern technology 
and that upgrading the pipeline will help meet the 
country’s huge demand for oil.

Enbridge promised the pipeline would create 
4,200 new jobs in Minnesota, but MPR News 
reported that it would only produce roughly 20 new 
permanent jobs.

The route of the pipe is set to pass through 
three different Indigenous reservations. The Ojibwe 
people, who reside in treaty-protected regions, 
are also objecting to the plans, claiming that the 
proposed route under their land violates their 
rights to hunt fish and gather wild rice. Protesters 

have been met by police officers funded by 
Enbridge who have made over 600 arrests, mostly 
for trespassing and unlawful assembly. Many 
people perceive it as unfair that a foreign firm is 
managing the police in Minnesota in order to crack 
down on demonstrators who are fighting to defend 
their rights in their homeland. “ I mean, that’s 
the Enbridge way: control the police of the state 
of Minnesota and shove your pipeline through,” 
reported Indigenous leader Winona LaDuke to 
Democracy Now!

Line 3 leaked 1.7 million barrels of crude oil 
near Grand Rapids, Minn., in 1991, where millions 
of people rely on the Mississippi River’s water, 
according to Vox. The fact that Line 3 has a history 
of oil leaks fuels demonstrators’ determination to 
continue fighting the pipeline, which will pass 
more than 200 bodies of water.

The controversial statue of Robert E. Lee was 
removed from Monument Avenue in Richmond, Va., on 
Sept. 8. Virginia’s Supreme Court ruled unanimously to 
remove the statue.

First erected in 1890, the statue commemorating 
the former commander of the Confederate States 
Army was the first of many monuments in Virginia, 
the then capital of the Confederacy, which became 
synonymous with white power. The statue came 
under scrutiny in summer 2020 during the Black Lives 
Matter protests, as many decried its racist roots. The 
statue, which was heavily graffitied, remained standing 
due to legal complications despite others like it being 
removed.

A small crowd cheered in disbelief as Lee was finally 
hoisted off of the pedestal he had rested on for the 
last 133 years. “I would have thought somebody would 
blow up Richmond first before anyone would have 
let that happen,” said David Bailey, a Black nonprofit 
owner from Virginia, to the New York Times. “It’s a 
modern-day miracle.”

Canceling the Confederacy: 
Goodbye Robert E. Lee

Around the country, some lawmakers are 
attempting to make it easier to carry a 

gun in public without training, a permit or being 
subject to a background check. Already this year, 
states such as Texas, Utah and Tennessee have 
joined the list of 20 states which have passed 
“permitless carry” laws, and many more are now 
considering similar laws.

Permitless carry laws allow people who have 
potentially never handled a gun before to legally 
own one and carry it in public. Some states, such 
as Tennessee, allow people to carry their guns in 
plain sight, while states like Utah, where permitless 
carry was legalized in May, forbid them from being 
visible. 

These loosening gun laws are concerning 
considering 2021 is on track to become the deadliest 
year of gun violence in the last 20 years, according 
to the Gun Violence Archive (GVA). In 2020 alone, 
43,567 people were killed by gun violence in the 
United States, according to GVA findings.

Gun lobbyists like the National Rifle Association 
(NRA) have been pushing to rebrand the term 

“permitless carry” to “constitutional carry.” This 
changes the tone of the issue and portrays it more 
as an issue of constitutional rights rather than a 
legal issue. Having less restrictions in place means 
more people are able to purchase firearms. The gun 
industry in the United States is worth more than 
$63 billion.

Some believe that the right to permitless carry 
will benefit public safety and help arm citizens to 
protect themselves and others. The Economist reports 
that the NRA argues that guns help boost public 
safety. However, researchers at Stanford have found 
that since these laws have been passed, violent 
crime in those states rose 13-15%.

Requiring a permit helps to promote responsible 
gun ownership, according to Everytown for Gun 
Safety, a nonprofit organization which supports 
gun control. “Permitless carry legislation is part of 
the NRA’s broader agenda to weaken and repeal 
important gun safety measures,” they argue on 
their website, “allowing more guns in public and 
undermining public safety.”

More States Are Loosening Gun Laws. We 
Should Be Concerned. CLAIRE DAVIS • age 13 and INDYKIDS STAFF

Argentina Officially Recognizes Non-Binary People

So far this year, more than 841 manatees 
have already died in Florida, according to 
the Associated Press. That’s 11 more than 
the previous record high in 2013, which was 
for the whole year. The manatee deaths 
have mainly been due to starvation, caused 
by Florida’s dwindling seagrass population. 
Some biologists believe that pollution is 
responsible for killing the seagrasses.
The Department of Biological Sciences 

at Florida Atlantic University explains that 
excess nutrients in the water, caused by 
sewage and fertilizers, results in an influx 
of microscopic algae. This algae, otherwise 
known as red tide, kills off the seagrass, 
leaving manatees with nothing to eat.
Conservationists are now urging for 

manatees to be declared endangered again, 
after having been removed from this status 
in 2017.

Manatee Annual Death Record 
Surpassed in Just Six Months
JUNE FINK • age 10
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Chief of the World Health Organization (WHO), 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, is urging wealthy 
countries to stop offering third shots of the COVID 
vaccine until the end of the year. 

On Sept. 8, Ghebreyesus doubled down on WHO’s 
recommendation to stop giving booster shots and 
urged richer countries with large vaccine supplies 
to send surplus stocks to poorer countries with low 
vaccination rates.

The Biden administration, however, has continued 
to disregard WHO’s concerns. “Our view is that this is 
a false choice,” said White House Press Secretary Jen 
Psaki in reaction to WHO’s appeal. “And the United 
States has donated and shared about 140 million doses 
with over 90 countries, more than all other countries 
combined.” 

According to statistics provided by Our World in Data, 
a scientific online publication operated by Oxford 
University, just 1.9% of people living in low-income 
countries have received at least one dose of a COVID 
vaccine as of Sept. 2021.

Halt Booster Shots for the Rest of 
the Year, Says WHO

Robert E. Lee statue in Richmond Va., 2020.

Why Is Critical Race Theory Under Attack?

nation & world

A protest bus outside Minn. Public Utilities Commission hearing 
on Enbridge’s Line 3 in downtown St. Paul, Minn., 2018.

Line 3 Pipeline Causes Controversy
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Immigrant:

Someone who makes the decision to leave their 

home to live in a foreign country. Immigrants 

usually go through a very long immigration visa 

process, going from lawful permanent residents 

to eventually becoming citizens. These people 

are usually free to return home whenever they 

choose.

Migrant:

An immigrant begins their journey as a migrant, 

but not all migrants become immigrants. A 

migrant is someone who moves from one place 

to another. Economic migrants leave their homes 

in order to find a better life or better work 

opportunities, but do not necessarily settle 

permanently.

Refugee:

People who flee their country due to fear of 

persecution, for example, due to their race, 

religion, sexual orientation or political opinion. 

These people are unable or unwilling to return to 

their home countries. These people must apply 

for refugee status through the government or 

the United Nations Refugee Agency, who will 

determine if the person is eligible for refugee 

resettlement, before they are allowed to enter 

their new country. Oftentimes, they end up 

waiting for years in refugee camps.

Asylum Seeker:

Those seeking international protection due 

to dangerous living conditions in their home 

countries. These individuals, families, and even 

children, must cross an international border to 

apply for asylum. It is a person’s legal right to 

seek asylum through the 1967 United Nations 

Protocol, therefore the United States is legally 

obligated to provide protection to people who 

qualify.

Photo by Greg Bulla on Unsplash
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M ore than 1 million 

immigrants arrive in 
the United States each 

year, according to the Pew Research 
Center. There are many reasons 
people choose or are forced to leave 
their home countries, including 
lack of resources, food insecurity, 
frequent natural disasters caused 
by climate change, or violence like 
war and gang violence. They come 
to the United States with hopes to 
start a new life with better jobs, 
opportunities and more safety. 

President Biden pledged $4 
billion to Guatemala, Honduras and 
El Savador in January with the goal 
of decreasing corruption, violence 
and poverty in these countries. The 
aim is to improve living conditions 
for these citizens so that they aren’t 
forced to flee, ultimately decreasing 
the number of migrants entering the 
United States. 

But U.S. involvement in Central 
America started over 100 years 
ago, in 1904, when Theodore 
Roosevelt gave the United States 
international police power in Latin 
American countries. This led to U.S. 
involvement in illegal government 
takeovers and economic and political 

instability. “For decades, U.S. 
policies of military intervention 
and economic neoliberalism have 
undermined democracy and stability 
in the region,” explains Mark Tseng-
Putterman, a Ph.D. student in 
American studies, on Medium.

For example, a free trade 
agreement between the United 
States and five Central American 
countries, as well as the Dominican 
Republic, has restructured the 
nations’ economies and caused 
massive economic dependence on 
the United States. According to the 
Nation magazine, in 2014, the number 
of Honduran children crossing 
the border increased by more than 
1,000% within five years of the 
Obama administration aiding a coup 
against Honduras’s democratically 
elected president, Manuel Zelaya. 

In response to Biden’s plan, 70 
human rights organizations wrote a 
letter to the federal government urging 
the administration to end security 
assistance, let the people know where 
the money will be going, stop all 
economic limits on Central American 
countries, and limit U.S. participation 
in their domestic politics.

T he number of migrant 
children picked up at the 
U.S.-Mexico border has 

already surpassed 113,000 this fiscal 
year. The statistics, collected by the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
agency, reveal a startling rise in the 
number of children crossing the border 
unaccompanied. 

Honduras has faced numerous 
hardships, such as the two hurricanes 
that hit them back to back, as well as 
violence and poverty. Migrant children 
have begun making the treacherous 
journey to the Mexican border in record 

numbers since Biden took office, with 
the belief that they will be accepted. 
Biden, unlike Trump, chose to exempt 
children from the Title 42 order, 
allowing them entry into the United 
States. Wishing to escape the poverty 
and violence they face at home is what 
prompts migrant families and individuals 
to make the trek in the first place. 

The United States is legally 
responsible for the care of 
unaccompanied migrant children from 
the moment they cross the border until 
they turn 18. Many of these children 
are placed in detention centers, like Fort 

Bliss, Texas. Detention centers like these, 
however, are often reported for their 
extreme heat, spoiled food, and lack of 
mental health assistance, according to the 
testimonials of 17 detained children as 
reported by Reuters in June.

Jonathan Ryan, a lawyer with the 
Refugee and Immigrant Center for 
Education and Legal Services (RAICES), 
a nonprofit organization that gives free 
legal services to migrants in Texas, told 
the New York Times that the children he 
met with felt “confined, distressed and 
like they are being punished.” All the 
while, the parents of some of these kids 

wait weeks to hear a response from them, 
according to attorneys that spoke with AP 
News, because the Department of Health 
and Human Services refuses to give out 
their location. 

Organizations such as Lutheran Social 
Services of the National Capital Area are 
working to expand their foster families in 
order to take in unaccompanied children 
and “signal to the Biden administration 
that they are able to accommodate more 
migrants.” Organizations like these 
help to provide a safe space for migrant 
children to live in the United States. 

Ursula detention center, Texas. Photo by U.S. Customs and Border Protection

B iden’s decision to maintain 
Title 42 has disproportionately 
impacted the safety of Black 

immigrants seeking asylum in the United 
States, predominantly Haitians. 

Title 42, a public health order that 
was imposed during the Trump era in 
March 2020 at the onset of the pandemic 
in order to slow the spread of COVID-19, 
has been used as a means to close the 
border to refugees without due process. 
The program is based on a 75-year-old 
public health law that was, according to 
Human Rights Watch, never intended to 
affect immigration proceedings. Since the 
program was implemented last year, U.S. 
immigration agents have expelled more 
than 1 million migrants attempting to 
cross the border, according to Reuters.

Following the assasination of Haitian 

President Jovenel Moïse on July 7, there 
have been ongoing protests and worsening 
conditions in Haiti, including hunger, 
corruption and gang violence that existed 
even before his assassination. Haitians 
attempting to escape the violence and 
seek asylum in the United States have 
been disproportionately rejected. Since 
the Biden administration took office, 
an estimated 2,000 Haitian asylum 
seekers have been deported back to Haiti, 
according to Al Jazeera, and about 5,000 
to 10,000 were sent to Mexico during the 
Trump administration.

While serving as a U.S. senator for 
California, Vice President Harris opposed 
Title 42. Harris signed a letter along with 
Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren and Ed 
Markey calling for an end to Title 42 last 
year. The Biden-Harris administration 

has maintained the Title 42 program 
despite evidence collected by experts in 
the report, “The Invisible Wall: Title 42 
and Its Impact on Haitian Migrants,” 
that there is no correlation between the 
entry of migrants and an increased risk of 
coronavirus infection. 

Under international and domestic law, 
migrants are entitled to make a claim for 
legal asylum regardless of how they enter 
the country. Title 42 ignores this right 
and simply expels them from the country. 
In response to Title 42, the American 
Civil Liberties Union sued the Trump 
and now Biden administration on the 
grounds that “the illegal policy restricts 
immigration at the border based on an 
unprecedented and unlawful invocation of 
the Public Health Service Act, located in 
Title 42 of the U.S. Code.”

O n May 3, President 
Biden raised the refugee 
cap from a historical 

low set by former President Trump. 
By raising the cap, Biden was 
fulfilling a campaign promise to 
admit 125,000 refugees in his first 
year in office; however, it was 
announced that the change would 
be from Trump’s low number of 
15,000 to just 62,500. Biden said 
that Trump’s cap “did not reflect 
America’s values as a nation that 
welcomes and supports refugees.”

The number of refugees allowed 
to enter the country each year 
is regulated through a process 
called presidential determination, 
meaning that the president chooses 
how many people to admit each 
year. This is a precedent set by the 
Refugee Act of 1980.

Biden lowered the cap from 
125,000 to 62,500 for this 

fiscal year, which began Oct. 1, 
2020, after realizing this goal 
was impossible because of his 
predecessor’s actions. Trump 
didn’t just lower the refugee cap; 
his policies cut funding, laid 
off employees and closed over a 
hundred resettlement offices. “The 
sad truth is that we will not achieve 
62,500 admissions this year,” Biden 
explained in his statement. “We 
are working quickly to undo the 
damage of the last four years.”

While Biden has now raised 
the cap, the change did not come 
until after a nearly four-month 
delay. He has been criticized by 
many Democrats in Congress and 
refugee advocacy groups for not 
raising it sooner, ultimately causing 
the delay of 30,000 pre-approved 
refugees from coming to the United 
States. According to Vox, only 2,334 
refugees were admitted by April 30, 
a number much too low to meet 
62,500 by Sept. 31, the end of this 
fiscal year.

BERNADETTE FRAIDSTERN • age 12

Biden Finally Raises Trump's 
Historically Low Refugee Cap

Campo, CA. California U.S.-Mexico border.

LUCIO GAMEZ RIOS • age 16

Root Causes of Mass 
Immigration

Biden Maintains Title 42 Order Rejecting Many Haitians
ISABELLE PIERRE • age 12 and INDYKIDS STAFF

What to Make of the Recent Surge of Migrant Children at the U.S.-Mexico Border 
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culture & activism
Neena Sapkota, 
age 12

How did you hear about the IndyKids 
newspaper?

My sixth grade language arts teacher 
and newspaper committee adviser at 
school thought I would like the Writing 
the News IndyKids camp, so I decided to 
give it a try, and I did! We also read and 
annotate IndyKids articles, among other 
newspaper articles, in our class.

What motivated you to 
become a kid journalist?

I have always loved 
to write, not just news, 
but fantasy/fiction and 
poems, too. In fact, I 
started writing before 
I could actually spell, 
which unfortunately made 
some of my early stories 
unintelligible! When I was 
in fifth grade, I decided to join 
my school newspaper committee, 
and I realized that reporting on events 
in my school was really important and fun. I 
loved seeing the looks on the kindergarteners’ 
faces when we passed out the newspapers. 
They were always so excited. I really liked 
being able to inform people about what was 
happening in the world.

What advice would you give kids who are 
starting to write?

Some advice I would give is to not stress! 
Have fun and enjoy the writing process, and 
try to learn new things along the way. One 
tip I have is when revising a piece you are 
writing, read your article and pretend you 

haven’t read it before. It can help you 
realize what you might need to 

explain more, or what you 
should add to help someone 

who is new to this topic 
understand it.

Why do you think social 
justice news reporting is 
important? 

I think that social 
justice news reporting is 

really important because 
when there is injustice 

happening in the world, 
people need to know about it. 

The more people know about it, 
the more they might want to get involved 

and try to help. Newspaper articles have lots 
of information that can influence people, 
and that can have a huge outcome. 

Meet IndyKids Reporter:

R ecently, Oregon Sen. Jeff Merkley 
and Georgia Rep. Nikema Williams 
reintroduced the Abolition 

Amendment. The Abolition Amendment aims 
to revise the 13th Constitutional Amendment, 
which abolished slavery in the United States. 
These representatives are fighting a so-called 
loophole in the 13th Amendment, which allows 
for involuntary servitude to continue as a form of 
criminal punishment.

The Abolition Amendment was originally 
introduced in December 2020 but was unable 
to gain momentum. The amendment was 
reintroduced on June 17 this year, the same day 
that President Joe Biden signed legislation that 
made Juneteenth a federal holiday. Juneteenth 
is a holiday on June 19 that celebrates the end 
of slavery and marks when people in Galveston, 
Texas, found out that the 13th Amendment had 
passed and slavery in the United States was over. 
But incarcerated people in Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina and Texas are 
still subject to unpaid labor. Additionally, their 
labor, the value of which is estimated to be 
around $2 billion, benefits brands like Walmart, 
AT&T, Whole Foods and Victoria’s Secret.

Sen. Jeff Merkley said, “As we take on the long 
and difficult challenge of rooting out systemic 
racism in our nation, ending the slavery loophole 
in the 13th Amendment is [a] critical step in that 
challenge.” It is notable that a disproportionate 
percentage of the prison population is Black. As 
of 2018, the imprisonment rate of Black males 

is 5.8 times more than the imprisonment rate of 
white males. Additionally, the imprisonment rate 
of Black females is 1.8 times greater than that of 
white females.

In order for the Abolition Amendment to 
be added to the Constitution, approval from 
at least three-quarters of state legislatures is 
necessary, after approval by both the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. While the 
amendment has gained support and has over a 
dozen cosponsors, none of these cosponsors are 
from the Republican Party. Republicans make up 
49.07% of the House of Representatives, 50% of 
the Senate, and 54.27% of state legislatures.

At 292.4 million metric tons, the United 
States produces the most waste per 
capita, with each person contributing 

102 metric tons of garbage in their lifetime. But 
how much of this waste is successfully recycled?

Recycling is the process of converting waste 
materials into new reusable materials. China 
managed the recycling of nearly half the world’s 
discarded waste for decades.

However, in 2018, China’s National Sword 
policy banned the import of most plastics and other 
materials that were not up to new purity standards. 
The United States now exports over 1 million 
metric tons of plastic waste abroad every year to 
Cambodia, Bangladesh, Ghana, Laos, Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Senegal.

Currently, there are virtually no federal 
regulations for recycling in the United States. 
Instead, recycling in this country relies on a single-
stream system, meaning that all recyclable items 
are placed in the same bin by consumers. This 
system is easy for consumers but often leads to 
mixed contaminated materials that are expensive to 
sort through at recycling facilities. Manufacturers 
are often eager to have the eco-credibility that 
comes with putting chasing arrows on all of their 
products. However, oftentimes these products 

are made of mixed materials and cannot be fully 
recycled. For this reason, it is hard for consumers 
to determine what can and can’t be recycled.

“Most people have the attitude that if they just 
put it in the blue bin, it will get taken away and 
somebody will figure out what to do with it, but 
putting something in the blue bin and actually 
recycling it are two very different things,” said 
David Biderman, CEO and executive director of 
the Solid Waste Association of North America, to 
EcoWatch.

The Environmental Protection Agency 
estimates that 75% of waste products in the United 
States are recyclable, but only 30% of them are 
actually recycled. The agency also estimates that 
less than 10% of plastic put in blue recycling bins 
in the last 40 years has actually been recycled, 
according to NPR.

Some state lawmakers are now trying to take 
initiative to solve this issue. In January, Sen. Todd 
Kaminsky and Assemblyman Steve Englebright 
created a bill intended to flow money back into 
New York’s recycling programs. This bill would 
help fund recycling programs in New York to 
provide and upgrade the sanitation machines 
necessary to properly recycle waste.

Science Briefs

Mussels are most often thought of as just a 
food, but they could potentially be used to 
free our oceans of toxic microplastics. 
Microplastics are small pieces of plastic 

sometimes too small for the human eye to 
see, which makes them extremely difficult 
to filter. On a typical day, a mussel can filter 
25 liters of water, according to professor 
Pennie Lindeque. 
Lindeque is the head of science for marine 

ecology and biodiversity at Plymouth Marine 
Laboratory in England, where scientists are 
conducting trials to measure the filtration 
abilities of mussels. It was determined that 
the 300 mussels used in the initial trial were 
able to filter 25% of the microplastics present 
in the water, equivalent to 250,000 pieces of 
plastic per hour. 
The researchers have found that the 

excrement of the mussels after filtering 
microplastics could potentially be used 
as biofuel in the future as it is rich in 
carbon. Lindeque, in an interview with Fast 
Company, assured that “all this happens 
without any harm to the mussels.”

Flex Those Filtration Mussels

On Aug. 4, Thailand ordered all non-
ocean-friendly sunscreens be banned 
from marine parks. Regular sunscreens 
contain ingredients like oxybenzone, 
octinoxate, 4-methylbenzylidene camphor 
or butylparaben, which are harmful to the 
ocean’s slow-growing corals. 
Certain sunscreens damage coral reefs by 

inhibiting growth and reproduction, killing 
off coral larvae, and causing reef bleaching. 
Anyone who disobeys the new law will be 
fined up to 100,000 baht ($3021.15).
Every year, 14,000 tons of sunscreen is 

released into the ocean, and around 10% of 
the world’s corals are affected. That’s a lot of 
sunscreen going into the ocean. 
To prevent this, we can use environment-

friendly sunscreens. There are at least 15 
reef-friendly sunscreens and even more 
ocean-friendly sunscreens.

Thailand Bans Coral-Damaging 
Sunscreens

MELINA CANTAGALLO • age 13

Neena: Why is it critically important for 
each American to have an equal voice in 
elections?

Sean: The idea of democracy is that the 
government reflects the will of the people. 
Our government cannot truly do that if there 
are some people whose voices are left out of 
the conversation. If we want our government 
to serve everyone, we need to make sure 
everyone has an equal opportunity to 
participate in our democracy and have their 
voice heard.

Neena: What does the Brennan Center do 
to promote and support voting rights?

Sean: We research and design policies that 
will help voters. We advocate for governments 
to adopt these policies, by lobbying in Congress 
and state legislatures, and by working with the 
officials that actually run our elections. We go to 
court to fight back against bad policies. Finally, 
we work to educate and inform the public, and 
shape the public discussion of voting rights 
by speaking with the media and publishing 
resources and reports.

Neena: Why are some Republican state 
legislatures trying to restrict the right to 
vote?

Sean: Unfortunately, many of the 
restrictive voting laws being passed by state 
legislatures seem to be a backlash against 
record high turnout in 2020, including by 
voters of color. In other words, people in 
power seem to be worried about more voters 
being engaged in our democracy and what 
that will mean for their ability to maintain 
their power. That is of course not why they 
say they are passing these laws. Instead, 
many of the lawmakers who are pushing 
these bills use the lie that the 2020 election 
was “stolen” from former President Donald 
Trump to justify the laws they are passing. It 
has always been the case that people trying 
to restrict voting rights falsely claim that they 
are trying to stop fraud or corruption.

What are your thoughts on the For the 
People Act and the fact that it was blocked 
by Senate Republicans?

Sean: The For the People Act is a fantastic 
piece of legislation that could produce 
transformative change in our democracy. 
We should not give up hope that it may still 
pass. The bill is numbered as H.R. 1 in the 
House and S. 1 in the Senate for a reason–it 
is the top priority in Congress because the 
members of Congress know it is the top 
priority of their constituents. If we continue 
to show them that, we may be able to 
convince them to act.

Neena: Do you believe that Biden is 
fulfilling his campaign promises? Do you 
think he could be doing more to protect 
voting rights in the U.S.?

Sean: President Biden has repeatedly 
emphasized that voting rights are a top 
priority, and his administration has taken a 
number of steps to protect voting rights since 
he came into office. But there is absolutely 
more to be done. Congress needs to pass 
the For the People Act and the John Lewis 
Voting Rights Act, and President Biden has an 
important role to play in advocating for them 
to do that.

ZAHRA LATHEEF • age 11

How Much Does the U.S. 
Really Recycle?

An Interview With… The Brennan Center For Justice

MELINA CANTAGALLO • age 13 
and INDYKIDS STAFF

NEENA SAPKOTA • age 12

Neena is a 12-year-old 7th 
grader from Hyattsville, Md. 
She wrote her first article for 
the IndyKids newspaper last 
year and returned this summer 
to write our cover story. 
Neena has big dreams for the 
future, including becoming an 
author, singer, lawyer or even 
president of the United States! 
As long as she changes the 
world for the better, she says 
she will be happy.

IndyKids reporter Neena Sapkota, age 
12, interviews Sean Morales-Doyle 
regarding the recent slew of voting 
rights restrictions across the United 
States. Sean is the acting director of the 
Voting Rights and Elections Program at 
the Brennan Center for Justice.

JESSIE MITNICK • age 13

Proposed Abolition Amendment to Address 
Modern-Day Slavery

Sean Morales-Doyle, acting director, Voting Rights and 
Elections at Brennan Center for Justice
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Getting Wild With... 

Gray Wolves 

Wolves play a big role in keeping 
our ecosystems healthy. Gray 
wolves are found in many parts 
of the United States, including 

Alaska, northern Michigan, northern Wisconsin, 
western Montana, northern Idaho, northeast 
Oregon and the Yellowstone area of Wyoming. 
Gray wolves can grow up to 5 feet and 2 inches 
and can weigh as much as 180 pounds, which 
makes them the largest canine species. Wolves eat 
big game animals like elk, bison, deer and moose. 
Gray wolves communicate with body language, 
scent marking, barking and howling.

Gray wolves were declared an endangered 
species and put on a federal protection list in 
1974. However, in March 2019, the Department of 
the Interior began the process of removing gray 
wolves from this list. They were removed because 
Trump administration Interior Secretary David 
Bernhardt said the animals had “exceeded all 
conservation goals for recovery.”

Researchers at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison estimate that up to 323 wolves were 
likely killed by humans between April 2020 and 
April 2021 after being removed as an endangered 

species. Wildlife officials in Wisconsin ended a 
legal hunt of gray wolves after just three days in 
February this year after hunters killed at least 216 
wolves, far surpassing a threshold of 119 set by 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
according to HuffPost.

Since their status as endangered has been 
revoked, wolf conservation goals are now the 
responsibility of individual states. Wisconsin state 
law requires a wolf hunt between November and 
February. However, conservationists like Adrian 
Treves, a professor at UW-Madison, argue that 
wolf populations can only recover from the last 
deadly winter if no further hunting takes place.

Wolves are often viewed as pests by local 
farmers, as they have been known to feed on 
livestock. However, organizations like the 
Defenders of Wildlife work with ranchers to 
adopt nonlethal deterrents to keep wolves away 
from livestock like cows and sheep. Their goal 
is to reduce the likelihood that wolves will hunt 
livestock, and therefore build social acceptance of 
wolves within these communities. 

ESTEBAN GUERRA • age 9

Answer: Howard Zinn

Who am I?

1. I was born on Aug. 24, 1922, in New 
York City.

2. When I was growing up, my family couldn’t 
afford books, so my parents sent a coupon 
and a dime to the New York Post each 
month, and we ended up owning 20 
volumes of Charles Dickens’ works.

3. I graduated from Thomas Jefferson High 
School, then later joined the U.S. Air Force 
in 1943.

4. My experiences in World War II exposed 
the horrors of war and developed my belief 
that understanding history is extremely 
important.

5. After graduating from college, I taught in 
Spelman College in Georgia in an African 
American women’s school.

6. After witnessing the violence directed at 
the Black people in my community, I became 
involved with the civil rights movement of 
the 1960s.

7. As an antiwar activist and author, I wrote 
many books, including Vietnam: The Logic 
of Withdrawal, in 1967.

8. I became disenchanted with the way 
history is taught in this country and wrote 
a collection of essays titled The Politics 
of History in 1970, where I argued that 
all historical writing was political and that 
historians and teachers should instead 
understand and teach human values. 

9. I published A People’s History of the United 
States in 1980, which viewed all of U.S. 
history through the lens of the working-
class people and minority groups.
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INCLUSIVITY
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POLLUTION

MANATEE
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DEPORTATION
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MIGRANT

IMMIGRATION
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ABOLITION

 JUNE FINK •  age 10 and INDYKIDS STAFF

Now more than ever, we need sources of media 
for our youth that center the stories of people of 
color, immigrants, women, workers and LGBTQIA+ 
communities. IndyKids is the nation’s only social justice-
oriented newspaper written by kids for kids. Now in its 
16th year in print, IndyKids is distributed to classrooms 
and households in 35 states, helping thousands of youth 
think more critically about the news of the world. Plus, it’s 
free and ad-free! 
Subscription costs cover only the cost of mailing issues 
to subscribers. We rely on donations to cover all other 
costs of producing IndyKids and running our Kid Reporter 
Program, through which more than 600 youth have been 
trained as journalists. 
Can you contribute today to help us continue printing 
IndyKids and training the journalists of tomorrow? Thank 
you for your continued support! 
Give online today at 
http://indykids.org/main/donate/ 
To donate via mail, send a check makde out to “IndyKids” 
to P.O. Box 2281, New York, NY 10163

Thank you 
for your 
continued 
support!

Gray wolves were declared 
an endangered species and 
put on a federal protection 
list in 1974. However, in 
March 2019, the Department 
of the Interior began the 
process of removing gray 
wolves from this list.
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