
R epublicans 
in Idaho, 
and others 
in primarily 

conservative states, have 
been targeting trans youth. 
Idaho and several other 
states have been pushing 
bills and legislation that 
prohibit trans youth 
athletes from competing 
on teams that identify with 
their gender. 

Lawmakers in at least 
30 states have introduced 
legislation to ban 
transgender athletes from 
high school and college 
women’s teams. Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis said 
at a press conference 
after passing the anti-
transgender legislation, 
“In Florida, girls are going 
to play girls’ sports, and 
boys are going to play 
boys’ sports.” Many people 
are worried about the 
ramifications. 

Alphonso David, 
president of the Human 
Rights Campaign, 

explained in an interview 
with the New York Times 
that these bills have 
significant consequences 
for transgender youth. 
“When you tell a 
transgender child or 
teenager that their identity 
is in their heads—that it’s 
imaginative, it’s not real— 
it has significant collateral 
consequences,” said David.

To date, there are still 
no conclusive studies which 
suggest that transgender 
girls outperform cisgender 
girls. A lawsuit was filed 
against the Connecticut 
Association of Schools 
by the families of three 
cisgender girls upset 
about transgender girls 
participating on their track 
team. Two days after the 
lawsuit was filed, one of the 
cisgender girls outperformed 
one of the transgender girls 
on the team. “Attempts to 
force transgender girls to 
play on the boys’ teams are 
unconscionable attacks 
on already marginalized 

transgender children, and 
they don’t address a real 
problem,” said Jack Turban, 
a fellow in child and 
adolescent psychiatry at the 
Stanford University School 
of Medicine, in an opinion 
piece in Scientific American.

Many people are 
advocating for inclusivity 
when it comes to sports. 
Dr. Eric Vilain, a geneticist 
who studies sex differences 
in athletes, reported to 
NPR that sports are about 
inclusivity and setting goals, 
not competition. “[T]he rules 
still need to be inclusive, or 
at least not come up with 
arguments that are not 
based in science.”

Recently, President 
Biden signed an 
executive order that 
allows transgender girls 
to compete on women’s 
teams that received federal 
funding. The bill Idaho 
is proposing could be 
viewed as unconstitutional 
because it violates this 
executive order. Yet many 

governors, including Kristi 
Noem of South Dakota 
and Asa Hutchinson of 
Arkansas, are still trying 
to get their bills passed.

The National Collegiate 
Athletic Association 
(NCAA) has also 
condemned such bills, 
stating on their website 
that “[t]he NCAA Board 
of Governors firmly and 
unequivocally supports 
the opportunity for 
transgender student-
athletes to compete 
in college sports. This 
commitment is grounded 
in our values of inclusion 
and fair competition.”

Sports have been 
shown to not only boost 
one’s physical health but 
also are shown to have 
significant physiological 
benefits. Sports have a 
multitude of positive effects 
that play a key role in a 
child’s development. If 
this bill and others like 
it pass, many transgender 
youth will not be able to 

participate in sports, which 
will ultimately isolate 
and marginalize their 
community even more. 

Susan Maasch, director 
of the Trans Youth 
Equality Foundation, 
said in an interview with 
IndyKids, “These bills are 
illegal and take away the 
trans child’s right to an 
equal education under the 
law.” Their organization’s 
mission is to advocate 
for transgender and non-
binary youth in America. 
When asked if Biden is 
doing enough, Maasch 
responded, “He needs to 
do more, and I believe he 
will. I hope I am right.”

STATES MOVE TO BAN TRANS KIDS FROM SPORTS

SAMI EL-HAJJAR • age 11
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Transgender: a person whose 
gender identity is different 
from the gender they were 
assigned at birth
Cisgender: a person whose 
gender identity corresponds 
with the gender they were 
assigned at birth
Unconscionable: not right or 
reasonable
Marginalized: placed in 
a position of little or no 
importance, influence or power
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NewsBrief

India reported 4,529 deaths in 24 hours, 
setting a new world record for daily 
coronavirus deaths on May 19, 2021. When the 
first wave of the COVID-19 virus hit, the Indian 
government responded quickly and strictly, 
putting India among countries with the least 
cases. But then Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
touted by cheerleading media as the “vaccine 
guru,” relaxed restrictions. Epidemiologists 
claim that large superspreader rallies, large 
religious festivals, warmer weather gatherings 
and the relaxed state of the public led to a 
major surge in cases. 
Only 15% of India’s population had received 

their first shot of the vaccine, and just 4% 
have received both shots as of the end of 
May. The number of daily doses administered 
dropped from 4 million a day on April 2 to 
around 2 million or less by May 19. President 
Joe Biden promised up to 60 million doses of 
the AstraZeneca vaccines to other countries, 
but the amount that will be sent to India 
remains unknown.

India Endures Another 
COVID-19 Crisis
AIDA EL-HAJJAR • age 11

“Stop the fire immediately. 
We’re escalating towards 
a full scale war,” Tor 
Wennesland, United Nations 

Middle East envoy, said in a tweet on May 18. 
In the past few weeks, tension has reached 
new levels in the ongoing conflict between 
Palestine and Israel. 

The recent violence is, in part, a reaction 
to Israel’s forced evictions of Palestinian 
families in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood 
in Jerusalem. But the violence first began to 
escalate 27 days prior to these evictions. More 
than 200 Palestinian lives have 
been lost since the onset of the 
violence. Twelve Israeli deaths 
have also been reported since 
May 17. 

The night of April 13 
marked the start of the recent 
outbreak. Not only was it the 
first night of the holy month of 
Ramadan, it was also Memorial 
Day, honoring those who 
died fighting for Palestine. 
According to the New York Times, 
the Israeli president was giving 
a speech in a site just below 
the mosque where Palestinian 
Muslims were praying. There were concerns 
that the praying session would drown out the 
president’s speech, so Israeli officers barged 
into the mosque and cut the loudspeakers. 

This issue has stepped foot all over the 
globe on social media, where many have 
chosen a side and, in most cases, are causing 
further hate and division. Rumors and false 
information are being used on both sides 
to delegitimize the opponent’s reason for 
fighting. One video shared by a spokesperson 
for former Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu showed missiles firing from 

Gaza into a civilian-populated area of Israel. 
According to the New York Times, this video was 
in fact not filmed in Gaza and was from 2018.

The United Nations Security Council made 
initial statements on the dispute on May 22, 
calling for a “full adherence to the ceasefire” 
bringing a long 11 days of fighting to an end. 
President Biden has shown his support for 
Israel and insists that there will be no peace 
if Palestine fails to acknowledge Israel’s right 
to exist as an independent Jewish state. In 
an interview, President Biden stated that a 
two-state solution is the only way to resolve 

this issue, and although this 
change cannot happen overnight, 
the United States can help in 
setting the conditions for that to 
eventually happen, and that all 
starts with a ceasefire.

Palestinian American 
politician Rashida Tlaib, the U.S. 
representative for Michigan’s 
13th Congressional District, 
has taken the stage to voice her 
support for Palestine, something 
she is disappointed Biden hasn’t 
done more of. Tlaib stated 
that Biden is doing the bare 
minimum to help Palestine, 

which has been falling short on every kind of 
supply to stay alive as Israel continues to fuel 
the dispute and is doing more damage than 
necessary. During an unscheduled meeting 
with Biden in May, Tlaib told the president 
“the current U.S. approach of unconditional 
support for the Israeli government is not 
working,” according to Tlaib’s office. “The 
White House must do far more to protect 
Palestinian lives, dignity, and human rights.”

AMZAD ALI • age 16 and INDYKIDS STAFF

Already facing post-pandemic 
unemployment and poverty, 
Colombians were hit with an 
announcement on April 28 by 

their president, Iván Duque, of a tax reform 
that targeted millions of middle- and working-
class people but favored the wealthy. Although 
the tax reform was intended to stabilize 
Colombia’s economy after COVID-19’s impact, 
it caused widespread public outrage, as shown 
by millions of protesters nationwide demanding 
for this reform to been withdrawn. It was 
ultimately withdrawn on May 2. However, 
protests continued with a new purpose for 
their movements, denouncing police brutality, 
poverty, corruption and inequality. The 
protesters have been met with police violence, 
deaths and disappearances. 

Before the tax reform sparked 
dissatisfaction at a national level, protests took 
place in 2019 and 2020 in Bogotá and Cali, 
the centers of anti-government demonstrations 
in recent years. However, the latest protests 
have proven that the discontent is about 
more than just taxation. Global Citizen, an 
advocacy organization, reports that about 
2.8 million people fell into severe poverty in 
2020, leading to food insecurity for many 
Colombians. Global Citizen highlights that 
more than 81.6% of households in the city of 
Cartagena cannot afford three meals a day.

President Duque retaliated by signing 
an order on May 1 that enabled military 
presence to be requested by city mayors 
alleging that “rebel groups and drug-
traffickers have infiltrated the protests to 
encourage aggression,” as reported by the 
Associated Press. Moreover, with all of the 
atrocities that occurred under the Duque 
administration during these most recent 
protests, the United Nations reports that 
throughout a period of 16 days, there were 
various killings often of young people, more 
than 1,870 cases of police violence, some 168 
disappearances and 26 killings.

As highlighted by Global Citizen, protests 
have caused food and fuel shortages and 
hindered vaccine deliveries. Ramiro Velasco, 
an art teacher, states, “They told us not to go 
out because we were going to get sick and we 
were going to die. But these demonstrations 
are proof that people are not scared anymore.”

With this in hand, protesters are now 
demanding better human rights protections 
in their country, speaking out for better 
education, a decent healthcare system, better 
income for youths, and demonstrating that 
leaving a mark of resistance is a chance to 
change their country for the better.

The Indian flag at the Wagah border near Amritsar in 
Punjab, India.

Breaking News
By INDYKIDS Staff

  People Are Not Scared 
Anymore": Colombians 
Protest Tax Hike in Ongoing 
Pandemic

The House of Representatives passed the 
National Origin-Based Antidiscrimination for 
Nonimmigrants (NO BAN) Act in April by a vote 
of 218 to 208. The aim was to limit the power 
the president could exercise over immigration 
on the basis of religion. 
The travel ban of 2017 had people of different 

religions or places banned from coming to the 
United States. The Supreme Court upheld the 
travel ban because they believed it was within 
the president’s power to do so, and President 
Trump believed that immigrants had the 
potential to be terrorists. Civil rights activists 
support the NO BAN Act as a major step 
forward in combating religious descrimination. 
The travel ban hurt immigrants by pulling 

them away from their families. Pamela Raghebi, 
a resident of Seattle, blames the travel ban for 
separating her from her husband for three 
years. The legislation was reintroduced on May 
27 in the Senate, where it awaits a vote.

House Votes to Restrict 
Travel Bans
STELLA TOMASELLO • age 10

Protest against the Trump Muslim travel ban in 
Minnesota, 2018.
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DAYANARA HERNANDEZ • age 16

Having already scorched over 350,000 acres—
an area larger than Los Angeles—the Oregon 
wildfire has now become the largest burning 
in the United States this year. Named after the 
nearby Bootleg Spring, the fire began on July 
6 and has now forced over 2,000 people from 
their homes. 
The Bootleg Fire is just one of 80 major 

fires currently spreading across 13 U.S. states, 
ignited by heat waves and high winds which 
hit the West Coast over the last few weeks. 
Climate change, which causes increasing 
temperatures and changes to rain patterns, 
fuels the likelihood of fires, which start more 
often and burn more rapidly than they have 
in the past, according to National Geographic. 
More than 160 homes and buildings have been 
destroyed by the blaze so far.

Bootleg Fire Becomes Nation’s 
Largest Wildfire
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The Dreamers’ future is once again under 
threat this month after Andrew Hanen, a 
Texas federal judge, ruled the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program 
unconstitutional.
DACA, an initiative created in 2012 by then-

President Obama, protects undocumented 
immigrants who come to the United States 
as children from deportation. This ruling will 
bar the U.S. government from accepting new 
applications to the program. 
The United States Citizenship and Immigration 

Services (USCIS) estimates that there were 
approximately 640,000 DACA recipients living 
and working in the United States in 2020, of 
which an estimated 200,000 have worked as 
essential workers throughout the coronavirus 
pandemic. Their future now rests with the federal 
court of appeals.

Federal Judge Rules DACA “Illegal”
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Turmoil in the Middle East Rises as Israel 
and Palestine Can't Find Common Ground

nation & world

Sign reads: “We owe it to those who can’t return.” Taken during the Paro Nacional Colombia, May 5, 2021.

Ahmed Abu Hameeda on Unsplash

Oxi Ap on Flickr.
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Corruption: dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those 
in power
Food insecurity: a lack of access to affordable and 
nutritious food
Atrocity: an extremely wicked, brutal or cruel act

Delegitimize: to make invalid, illegal or unacceptable
Ceasefire: a temporary solution to stop a war in 
which each side agrees with the other to suspend 
aggressive actions.
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D id you know there 
is no legal age for 
exercising your 
First Amendment 

rights? Additionally, there are 
no citizenship requirements—
anyone in the United States can 
exercise their right to free speech, 
assembly, press or petition.

Throughout history, people 
have exercised their right to 
free assembly to help change 
and shape the world we live in. 
“[By protesting,] people realize 
that they are not alone,” writes 
Richard Norman, professor 
at the University of Kent, at 
opendemocracy.net.

Protests have been a regular 
occurrence in the face of injustice. 
The March on Washington in 
1963 is widely credited with 
helping pass the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. Support for the Black 
Lives Matter movement has 
increased by 20% since 2016 after 
mass demonstrations. “Protests 
work because they direct attention 
toward an injustice and change 
people’s minds,” writes Zeynep 
Tufekci in The Atlantic.

Currently, certain lawmakers 
have begun attempts to thwart 
free assembly all over the United 
States. So far, there have been 
over 90 anti-protest bills proposed 
that would undermine the 
right to protest. Although it is 
unconstitutional to inhibit free 
speech, people interpret First 
Amendment rights differently. 

Protesting is a way of making 
your voice heard, a way to build 
community with people like 
you, a way of showing power in 
numbers. “[Protesting is] a slow, 
but profoundly powerful process,” 
Tufekci wrote. Protesting’s sister 
rights (free speech, free press, 
free petition) are receiving well-
deserved attention, but it is 
essential that free assembly is not 
eradicated. 

The United States has 
always upheld protesting as a 
fundamental freedom, setting it 
apart from other countries where 
free assembly is not a guaranteed 
right. Like Frederick Douglass 
said, “Power concedes nothing 
without a demand.”

RAYA EL-HAJJAR • age 13

THE PROTEST ISSUE: FIRST AMENDMENT UNDER THREAT
A fter the police murder 

of George Floyd, an 
unarmed Black man 

in Minneapolis, protests erupted 
across the United States decrying 
racial injustice. Around the country, 
some Republican-controlled state 
legislatures began taking steps to 
stop these protests and started to 
pass anti-protest bills. 

The bills are designed to target 
riots; however, “riot” is defined 
as a gathering of three or more 
people that threatens public safety. 
Republican lawmakers in 34 states 
have introduced over 100 anti-riot 
bills since the beginning of 2021.

Oklahoma, Florida and Iowa 
passed bills which grant immunity 
for unintentionally killing or 
injuring protesters while trying 
to flee a riot. According to the 
new laws, blocking a public street 
or highway during a protest is 
considered a wrongdoing, the 
punishment for which consists of a 
year in jail or a fine of up to $5,000. 

Republican state Sen. David 
Osmek of Minnesota also 
introduced legislation this 
year which would make those 
convicted of any crime associated 
with protesting—including 
breaking curfew—ineligible for 
state government assistance. 
This would include food stamps, 
student loans, unemployment 
benefits and healthcare.

Critics of these bills say the 
laws restrict the protesters’ rights 
and they will unequally harm 
those who choose to protest. They 
also argue that people of color 
will be disproportionately affected 
by these bills. “In this state, it is 
oftentimes the marginalized voices 

that aren’t heard,” said Joshua 
Harris-Till, president of Young 
Democrats of America, in March 
to Public Radio Tulsa. For this 
reason, people of color are at the 
forefront of these protests.

According to Matthew 
Delmont, a history professor 
at Dartmouth College, these 
anti-protest bills influence the 
democracy of the United States 
as they take away the people’s 
right to protest. “The reason so 
many protests exist in the first 
place … is that they are trying to 
change things about our society 
and our political system that 
are fundamentally broken,” said 
Delmont in an interview with 
NBC News. He explains that 
these laws are an attempt to 
“restrict who can participate in 
democracy.”

Laws that attempt to punish 
people for exercising their right to 
protest violate the most basic and 
fundamental rights of Americans. 
As Moné Holder, senior director 
of advocacy and programs for 
Florida Rising, said to the New 
York Times, “It’s a tactic to silence 
our voices.”T his April an 

anti-riot bill 
was signed 
into law in 
Florida by Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, 

apparently in an effort to stop 
violent protests in the state. 
DeSantis and Florida’s top 
Republicans cited the Black Lives 
Matter protests of summer 2020 
as a reason why this anti-riot bill 
was necessary, despite the fact that 
only a reported 7% of those protests 
turned violent. In Florida, there has 
been controversy regarding whether 
the bill should be upheld. 

The anti-riot bill will lengthen 
prison sentences by up to 15 years 
for those who partake in riots. The 
bill expands the definition of a riot 
and makes it somewhat unclear what 
is and is not legal under the law. 
DeSantis called the law the “strongest 
anti-rioting, pro-law enforcement 
measure in the country.”

Critics of the bill say that it is 
“excessive and vague,” according 
to the Daytona Beach News-Journal. 
It will limit the people’s right 
to freely express themselves, but 
only for some groups, specifically 
organizations advocating for 
immigrants’ rights or other racial 

and social justice issues. This is 
partially evident due to the fact 
that DeSantis did not mention the 
Capitol riot on Jan. 6 during his 
speech introducing the new bill. 

In an attempt to stop violence on 
the streets of Florida, the anti-riot 
bill has sparked a battle over what 
civil rights we as citizens of the 
United States truly hold. Soon after 
the ceremonial signing of the anti-
riot bill, the Lawyers Matter Task 
Force, a nonprofit organization, 
and other plaintiffs filed a lawsuit 
against DeSantis and the new anti-
riot bill. The plaintiffs explained 
that the bill was seeking “to arrest 

the peaceful expression of free 
speech.” The bill is a “horrendous 
injustice to Florida citizens and 
infringes on multiple constitutional 
rights,” according to Shannon 
Ligon, founder of the Lawyers 
Matter Task Force.

“The fact that people would now 
be afraid to go out and protest is 
another way of attacking your First 
Amendment right,” explained civil 
rights attorney Melba Pearson to the 
New York Times. “This means people 
are going to be less likely to exercise 
that right due to fear of excessive 
government action.”

OSCAR TOMASELLO • age 12

A fter being 
postponed 
for a year 
because of 
COVID-19, 
the Summer 
Olympics are 

happening in Tokyo beginning July 
23. But the pandemic isn’t the only 
new adjustment for the athletes. New 
guidelines issued last year by the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) have upheld Rule 50 
guidelines of the Olympic Charter to 
ban specific protests on the Olympic 
field and podium.

Rule 50 in the IOC Charter 
states, “No kind of demonstration 
or political, religious or racial 
propaganda is permitted in any 

Olympic sites, venues or other areas.”
As per the IOC Athletes’ 

Commission, Rule 50 intends to 
stop political protests from occurring 
on the Olympic field and podium 
so that athletes can focus on their 
performance. The commission also 
states that Rule 50 respects athletes’ 
celebration, but not in a political, 
religious or ethnic demonstration, 
and that the Olympics’ focus has to 
be on the athletes’ performance, the 
sports and the unity and harmony 
between athletes.

The IOC consulted with over 
3,500 athletes regarding the Rule 50 
guidelines and found that a majority 
of athletes are in favor of keeping 
the podium, venue and games free of 
political protests.

Critics say that Rule 50 denies the 
long political history of the Olympics 
and how many athletes over the years 
have used the podium and field as a 
stand against injustice and to spread 
word about corruption in their 
respective communities. Athletes 
who violate Rule 50 will undergo 
disciplinary action, which will be 
handled on a case-by-case basis.

Protests at Olympic events 
are nothing new. With the world 
watching, it is inevitable that some 
athletes choose to take a political 
stand while on the podium. One of 
the most iconic moments was when 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos, two 
Black sprinters from the United States, 
raised their fists in a Black power 
demonstration at the Mexico Olympics 

in 1968. Both of the athletes were sent 
home after the event.

Some athletes, like Megan 
Rapinoe, a former Olympic soccer 
player, state that Rule 50 focuses 
on the protests but not what the 
protests represent. She wrote 
on her Instagram following the 
announcement of the new guidelines, 

“So much is being 
done about the protests. 
So little being done 
about what we are 
protesting about. We 
will not be silenced.”

ARNAY AGARWAL • age 12

The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has 
upheld Rule 50 guidelines 
of the Olympic Charter to 
ban specific protests on the 
Olympic field and podium.

A Wave of Anti-Protest Laws 
Around the U.S. ZAHRA LATHEEF • age 11

“The reason so many 
protests exist in the first 
place … is that they are 
trying to change things 
about our society and our 
political system that are 
fundamentally broken.”
Matthew Delmont, Dartmouth College.

  Power concedes nothing without a 
demand,"-- Frederick Douglass: First 
Amendment & the Importance of Protest

Karolina Grabowska on Pexels

Protests 
Banned at 
Olympics

John Carlos, Tommie Smith, Peter 
Norman at the 1968 Olympics.

Wikimedia Commons.

Civil rights march on Washington, D.C., 1963. Film negative by photographer 
Warren K. Leffler, owned by the Library of Congress.

New York Black Lives Matter protest. Life Matters on Pexels

The Florida Anti-Riot Bill Conflict
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culture & activism Arnay Agarwal, age 12
Aida: How and when did you develop 

your passion for writing?
Arnay: I think I was born with a 

tremendous interest in books. My mother 
always supported me in my reading habits. I 
started reading the same book many times as 
we could not afford to buy [new] books every 
day. [As I was] reading the same book many 
times, I started to become a critic. Sometimes 
I felt that the characters of a book were not 
behaving the way I would want them to, [or] 
I wished for a different ending than what the 
author had decided. I started to pen down 
the stories, so that I could fix the ending the 
way I wished. I decided to write my own short 
stories by the age of 7, and that’s how my 
writing journey started.

Aida: What do you hope to accomplish in 
the coming years as a writer?

Arnay: I hope to write on issues that have 
been present in the world for a long time and to 
help in contributing to solve them. I also want 
my writings to make an impact in the local 
communities and in the world. I believe change 
starts locally and spreads slowly to the rest of 
the world. I want to make people understand 
what issues are present in the world so that I 
can inspire other people to take a stand.

Aida: Why do you think social justice 
reporting is important as a kid journalist?

Arnay: Social justice reporting is important 
for me as a kid journalist because there are 

many issues in the world that have cropped 
up in the last few years, and I feel that this 
generation of kids has a responsibility to 
report on these situations, to bring them to 
light in the real world so other people can be 
aware of the situation and take action against 
them. I can make a difference and play my 
part in making the world a better place. 

Aida: What have you learned in your 
career in journalism, and what have you 
learned as a writer for IndyKids?

Arnay: I have met many other writers, and 
I have learned from their experiences and 
from their knowledge, too. I have learned 
many skills from IndyKids, such as writing 
efficiently and formally. I feel I have become 
smarter because of journalism. IndyKids’ 
teaching methodology during the sessions 
and mentorship has made the learning very 
easy. One-on-one sessions with mentors are 
extremely helpful. The support from the editor 
is very helpful and appreciated.

Aida: Who has most inspired you on your 
journey in writing?

Arnay: I am inspired by all the writers that 
write endlessly, not because it’s a job, but 
because they enjoy it. I also am inspired by 
my mother, who has helped me to continue 
writing even when I felt writing is boring, 
but then my mom showed me what I had 
forgotten—the wonders of writing—and she 
supported my every step. She is my inspiration.

AIDA EL-HAJJAR • age 11

Meet IndyKids Reporter:Science Briefs

Paleontologists, scientists who study dinosaurs, 
have recently recognized a new species of 
dinosaur that’s the largest in Australia and one of 
the largest in the world. Australotitan cooperensis, 
nicknamed Cooper, was a plant eater, and was 
found near Cooper Creek in Queensland. It’s taken 
14 years to piece all the bones together since it was 
first discovered on a farm in 2007.
 Cooper is estimated to have been between 5 and 

6.5 meters tall and 25 to 30 meters in length. The 
dinosaur was similar in size to a basketball court 
walking around on the land. 
 The Australotitan cooperensis is in the top 15 of 

the largest dinosaurs in the world, entering an elite 
group of titanosaurs previously only discovered in 
South America.

New Ozzy Dino Discovery 
Breaks Record

On April 20, NASA used the experimental 
MOXIE (Mars Oxygen In-Situ Resource Utilization 
Experiment) instrument aboard the Perseverance 
robot for the first time. NASA’s MOXIE instrument 
demonstrated that oxygen can be created on Mars, 
making it more livable for humans. 
Around 95% of Mars’ atmosphere is made up 

of carbon dioxide. Four astronauts would need 
26 metric tons of oxygen to survive one year on 
Mars and then return their rocket to Earth, but it 
would be difficult to haul all the necessary oxygen 
from Earth. So far, the MOXIE instrument has 
already been able to create 5.4 grams of oxygen 
by converting carbon atoms on Mars, enough to 
keep an astronaut healthy for 10 minutes of regular 
activity, bringing the human race one step closer to 
becoming a multi-planetary species!

Can We Live on Mars? MOXIE 
Brings Us One Step Closer to 
Finding Out!

AMELIE KOKOLIOS • age 10 and 
SIENA KOKOLIOS • age 8

AIDA EL-HAJJAR • age 11

Someday You Could Be... Sara Saedi

Following nationwide protests 
after the murder of unarmed 
Black man, George Floyd, 
the House of Representatives 
passed the George Floyd Justice 

in Policing Act in March this year. The 
legislation aims to reduce the number of 
Black victims of police brutality, change the 
policing experience of everyone and ensure 
that what happened to Floyd will not repeat 
itself. 

Convicted murderer and former 
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin 
pressed his knee on Floyd’s neck for 9 
minutes and 29 seconds, ignoring Floyd’s 
cries for help and several indications that he 
could not breathe.   

According to Statista, within the first five 
months of 2021, 371 people were shot and 
killed by police officers in the United States. 
Despite Black people only making up 13% 
of the population, on average 51.8% of every 
1,000 people killed by police are Black. Black 
people are shot at a disproportionate rate and 
are 2.5 times more likely to be shot by police 
officers. 

The George Floyd Justice in Policing Act 
attempts to curb unlawful police behavior by 
making it easier to hold individual officers 
accountable. Until now, officers have been 
greatly shielded by qualified immunity—a 
legal precedent that protects government 
officials, as well as police officers, from 
legal punishment or lawsuits. According to 
Mapping Police Violence, 98.3% of killings 
by police from 2013 to 2020 did not result in 
officers being charged with a crime. 

The new bill will also require that federal 
law enforcement officials use body and 
dashboard cameras. It will also enforce a 
permanent ban on the use of the chokehold 
that has ended so many lives, as well as the 
use of no-knock warrants in drug cases. Police 
departments will lose access to federal funding 
if they do not implement these new changes 
or comply with the bill.

Texas Democratic Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee 
said during a March 3 debate in the House of 

Representatives that the George Floyd Justice 
in Policing Act does not go far enough, as it 
does not defund the police. Monica Simpson, 
executive director of SisterSong, agrees. 
“What if we made big moves?” Simpson said 
in an interview with Vox. “I’m not saying it’s 
bad legislation: Everything that’s in there 
makes sense, for the most part, it’s things 
that people want. But is it the biggest, boldest 
move that we can make?” 

If there is one thing both sides agree on, 
it’s that the conviction of Derek Chauvin 
changed the mindset of the country. As we 
saw, law enforcement officers are rarely held 
accountable for killings, especially for those 
victims who are Black. George Floyd’s death 
has led the country toward holding police 
accountable. “We have enough evidence that 
tells us that action needs to be taken,” says 
Justin Nix, a criminologist at the University 
of Nebraska Omaha. “One thousand deaths a 
year does not have to be normal.” 

SAMARIA BUNBURRY • age 14

Raya: What do you want people to take 
away from your memoir, Americanized: 
Rebel Without a Green Card?

Sara: For starters, I want readers to 
get a window into how complicated the 
immigration process is in this country and 
that getting to immigrate to the U.S. the “right” 
way is in many ways an enormous privilege. 
I also wanted readers to have an example of 
a happy and loving Iranian family, because 
that’s not always the prevailing narrative when 
it comes to the Middle Eastern community. 
Iranian fathers, in particular, have often 
been depicted as cold and militant, and that 
couldn’t have been further from the dad that 
I had growing up. For my younger readers, 
I hope it gives them a sense of comfort 
knowing that many of the things teenagers 
struggle with are wholly universal. 

Raya: Your memoir discusses your life 
growing up as an undocumented teen in 
the United States. How do you feel looking 
back on those memories? 

Sara: I feel so many emotions. Relief that 
our immigration struggles are behind us, and 
empathy and sadness for anyone who’s going 
through what my family went through. Also, 
some shame that I didn’t realize at the time 
that the people who struggled and suffered 
the most were my parents. If I could go back, 
I wish I would have alleviated their stress 
instead of adding to it. 

Raya: Hypothetically, if you had to write 
an email to your state elected officials, what 
parts of your story do you think would be 
helpful to inform U.S. immigration policy, 
specifically relating to undocumented 
immigrants?  

Sara: [My] book doesn’t present any 
solutions for U.S. immigration policy, 
but I think it [does] show that there are 
families who are living in the United States, 
contributing to the economy, paying taxes—
and still waiting for years to get a green card. 
So often the debate about immigration in this 
country boils down to what it costs American 
taxpayers. And yet, the evidence tells us that 
immigration is good for the economy. In fact, 
many undocumented immigrants pay taxes 
for social programs they may never reap the 
benefits from.

Raya: Your parents came here as 
undocumented immigrants and weren’t 
given the same professional opportunities 
as documented immigrants. How do you 
think your parents’ career opportunities 
impacted your choices?

Sara: In some ways, I felt like I owed it to 
them to go after my dreams of becoming a 
writer. They didn’t get to do what they were 
passionate about, but they always made me 
feel like I could accomplish my dreams. It’s also 
helped me not take my career for granted and 
to realize how lucky I am to do what I love. My 
parents weren’t afforded the same opportunity.

RAYA EL-HAJJAR • age 13

Arnay Agarwal is a 12-year-old 

published author, radio host, 

founder of the Storytelling Society 

of India and IndyKids journalist 

from Bangalore, India. 

George Floyd original illustration by IndyKids 
reporter, and artist, Aida El-Hajjar, age 11.

The George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act Hits Back at Police Brutality

Protester in Minneapolis, United States. Josh Hild on Pexels

Sara Saedi was born in Tehran, Iran, during 
wartime and an Islamic Revolution. Her parents 
fled to the United States, where they lived 
undocumented until Saedi was in her twenties. 
Saedi is the author of the memoir, Americanized: 
Rebel Without a Green Card, which explores her 
experiences as an undocumented teen growing up 
in the United States.
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Getting Wild With... 

Seahorses! 
There are 46 different species of seahorses. 

These strange-looking creatures range 
in size from 0.6 inches up to 14 inches long. 
Although they live in the sea, seahorses are 
poor swimmers. They live in shallow ocean 
areas, particularly in eelgrass beds, but they 
move into deeper waters to escape the 
colder seasons. Seahorses eat tiny shrimp 
called mysis shrimp, and they feed 30 to 
50 times a day.

Project Seahorse, a marine 
conservation organization based 
in Canada that works to maintain 
healthy and well-managed marine 
ecosystems, considers seahorses as a flagship species. 
The organization believes that there are 14 species of 
endangered seahorses.

Seahorses face many threats, such as habitat loss, climate 
change, unmanaged fishing activities and a high demand 
from some medical industries. Project Seahorse estimates 
that 70 million seahorses get caught globally by unregulated 
fishing practices every year. According to Mongabay News, 
seahorses are traded in large volumes, despite bans on 
exports of the animals from source countries. Most of 
these illegally traded seahorses are sold in dried forms to 
be used in traditional Chinese medicines.

Despite bans on trading small marine life like 
seahorses, the trade has continued to flourish. 
Thailand, one of the biggest exporters of seahorses, 
banned the practice in 2016. However, according 
to Sarah Foster, a research associate with Project 
Seahorse, this did not prevent the trade from 
continuing. “Dried seahorses are very easy to move 
across borders—they are small and, being dried, 
keep well over long time periods,” said Foster in an 
interview. The seahorses can be easily transported 
with shipments of dried seafood, she explains.

AZUL CASIQUEZ • 
age 9 and INDYKIDS STAFF

Answer: Sally Ride 

1. I was born on May 26, 1951, in Los 
Angeles, California. 

2. I graduated from Stanford University in 
California with a degree in physics. 

3. In 1978, I was one of six women to work 
for NASA.

4. In 1983, I became the first American 
woman to fly in space.

5. As the flight engineer on the space 
shuttle, my mission was to work 
on the robotic arm. This put two 
communication satellites into space. 

6. I served as the director of the California 
Space Science Institute.

7. Later in my life, I became a teacher 
at the University of California in San 
Diego.

8. I came up with the idea for NASA’s 
EarthKAM project. 

9. In 2003, I was added to the Astronaut 
Hall of Fame.

10. My passion was improving education 
for women and girls to study science 
and mathematics.

11. I left this Earth on July 23, 2012.

Who am I?

Astronaut
Athlete
Ceasefire
Cisgender
Community
Corruption
Demonstration
Endangered
Lawmaker
Olympics
Paleontologist
Palestine
Protest
Riot
Seahorse
Tax
Transgender

ESTEBAN GUERRA • age 9

Thank you 
for your 
continued 
support!
Now more than ever, we need sources of media 
for our youth that center the stories of people of 
color, immigrants, women, workers and LGBTQIA+ 
communities. IndyKids is the nation’s only social justice-
oriented newspaper written by kids for kids. Now in its 
16th year in print, IndyKids is distributed to classrooms 
and households in 35 states, helping thousands of youth 
think more critically about the news of the world. Plus, it’s 
free and ad-free! 
Subscription costs cover only the cost of mailing issues 
to subscribers. We rely on donations to cover all other 
costs of producing IndyKids and running our Kid Reporter 
Program, through which more than 600 youth have been 
trained as journalists. 
Can you contribute today to help us continue printing 
IndyKids and training the journalists of tomorrow? Thank 
you for your continued support! 
Give online today at 
http://indykids.org/main/donate/ 
To donate via mail, send a check makde out to “IndyKids” 
to P.O. Box 2281, New York, NY 10163
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