
T he fight for gender 
equality in the workplace 
is an ongoing battle in the 

United States, and the COVID-19 
pandemic has only made the struggle 
more dire. In the first 10 months of 
the pandemic, 5.5 million women 
around the country lost their jobs, 1 
million more than men. In February 
2021, the labor participation rate for 
women was 55.8%, its lowest level 
since 1987.

Occupations in the service, leisure 
and hospitality industry, as well as 
education and healthcare services, 
were hit particularly hard with 
layoffs. Generally, women make up 
the majority of staff in these fields. 
According to the New York Times, 
Black, Asian and Latina women 
accounted for 100% of women laid 
off in December 2020. Half of all 
women in the United States have 
low-paying jobs, and of that half, 
most of the women are either Black 
or Latina. According to Penn Today, 
the pandemic has also caused many 
women to miss career-advancing 
promotions that could possibly lead to 
improved economic standing.

Although the wage gap has 
improved, things are still a long 
way from equal. As of 2018, for 
every dollar earned by a man, a 
white woman makes 79 cents, Asian 
women make 90 cents, while Black, 
American Indian and Latina women 
make less than 62 cents. Ximena 
Leyte Escalante, marketing and 
engagement coordinator at Women 
Employed, a nonprofit advocacy 
organization based in Chicago, said 
in an interview with IndyKids, “For 
some women, pay disparities can add 
up to more than a million dollars 
over a 40-year career.” 

A 2020 Gallup poll found that 
women in heterosexual relationships 
are five times more likely to be 
responsible for the majority of 
housework, and a recent report 
published by SpringerLink found that 
45% of women were responsible for 
all child care compared with 14% of 
men. A lack of child care is one of 
the leading reasons women have been 
forced to leave their jobs since the start 
of the pandemic. At the start of the 
school year in September 2020, more 
than 860,000 women dropped out of 

the labor force as a result of school 
and daycare closures. President Biden 
promised to reopen schools within his 
first 100 days in office. However, there 
have been many obstacles delaying 
this process. Teacher unions, for 
instance, have been pushing to have a 
vaccination requirement before fully 
reopening schools.

Biden’s $1.9 trillion COVID 
relief bill, which was passed in 
March, focuses more on working 
women as part of families. The 
bill mostly targets low-income 
families and aims to help children 
within impoverished communities. 
Specifically the bill includes $3,000 
in tax credits for each child, a $40 
billion investment in child care 
assistance and an extension of 
unemployment benefits. The amount 
of money provided for families is 
intended to jump to 80% more than 
before. It is also important to note 
that even parents with little to no 
income still qualify.

However, Escalante criticized the 
bill by stating that “The American 
Rescue Plan does not meet the 
magnitude of the enduring need for 

paid leave in the United States.” 
She goes on to explain that women 
are still forced to choose between 
the health of themselves and their 
loved ones or keeping their jobs. 
The majority of these women are 
Black or Latina. Escalante explains 
that in order to start tackling this 
issue, there needs to be created “a 
robust care infrastructure and strong 
workplace protections that support 
families’ need for caregiving.”

The National Women’s Law 
Center reported that while the 
March jobs report announced a 
surprising surge in employment, 
only one-third of those jobs went 
to women, and it will take up to 15 
months to get women back to pre-
pandemic employment rates. This is 
a troubling projection considering 
an employment gap of just one year 
leads to a 39% decrease in annual 
earnings, according to the Center for 
American Progress.

RISE OF THE “SHE-CESSION”: WOMEN HIT 
HARDEST BY COVID JOB LOSSES

SIRA BASSE • age 15
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Disparity: Being unlike, unequal, or of 
different kinds
Impoverished: Reduced to poverty, 
lacking money and/or resources

1

Issue 74 • Spring 2021

Original illustration by Ivette Salom

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: facebook.com/indykids FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @IndyKidsNews FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: @IndyKidsNews

R
achael B

ongiorno



A  F R E E  P A P E R  F O R  K I D S ,  B Y  K I D SIssue 74 • SPRING 2021 www.indykids.org A  F R E E  P A P E R  F O R  K I D S ,  B Y  K I D SIssue 74 • SPRING 2021 www.indykids.org

Get the IndyKids newspaper in your mailbox or give it as a gift to 
someone special. IndyKids can be delivered to your home, school 
or business. The paper is FREE — You only pay the mailing costs! 
The paper gets delivered five times a year.
 
Learn more at indykids.org or email us with questions 
at subscriptions@indykids.org.

S u b s c r i b e !  

NewsBrief

Loujain al-Hathloul, a 31-year-old women’s 
rights activist in Saudi Arabia, was released 
from prison in February after being accused 
of trying to change the political system. 
In 2018, when al-Hathloul was arrested, 

women were not allowed to drive in her 
country. Al-Hathoul had posted a video that 
went viral of her driving a car, with her dad 
on the passenger side.
 Al-Hathloul was sentenced to six years in 

prison but was released after three years. 
She was possibly released early because 
President Biden had begun to pressure 
the government of Saudi Arabia to release 
prisoners like al-Hathloul. Although al-
Hathloul is out of prison, she still is not 
technically free, as she faces restrictions on 
her movement. Al-Hathloul is not allowed 
to travel outside of Saudi Arabia for five 
years, and the government will likely be 
keeping track of her.

Saudi Arabian Women’s Rights 
Activist Loujain al-Hathloul 
Released from Prison
MALIYAH LEDESMA• age 9The morning of Jan. 6 

began with crowds of 
Trump supporters flooding 

Washington, D.C., in anticipation of 
the then-president’s speech. During 
the rally, Trump urged his followers 
to “fight like h***” against what he 
called a stolen election. At 1:30 p.m., 
thousands of protesters began to march 
toward the Capitol Building, where the 
Senate was poised to officially certify 
the 2020 election results. 

Just before 2 p.m., enraged rioters 
breached the Capitol, a building that 
symbolizes the American people, their 
government and democracy itself. 
Rioters waved Confederate flags, and 
many donned white supremacist and 
far-right symbols. This act of domestic 
terrorism caused the death of five 
people, including one police officer, 
and injured 140 people.

Yet some are convinced that the 
insurrection was not without a silver 
lining. Barbara Smith wrote in an 
opinion piece for the Boston Globe that 
white people now realize that white 
supremacy is “coming for them.” 
Smith wrote, “It is good that white 
people have noticed that peaceful 
Black Lives Matter protesters are 
treated more harshly than white 
insurrectionists.” She goes on to 
call for the vanquishing of white 
supremacy, saying, “The United 
States has never seriously considered 
its robust and poisonous system of 
white supremacy an impediment to 
its well-being or ability to function. 
Maybe now it will.”

Following the insurrection, 
many rioters have been arrested 
and charged, and former President 
Trump was impeached, but not 
convicted, for incitement of 
insurrection. “When I first saw what 
was happening at the Capitol, I was 
just completely shocked,” says Ellie 
Barry from Ames High School. 
She took part in a survey conducted 
by the New York Times. Countless 
students responded to the survey. 
Many   shared disbelief, anger and 
exasperation over the insurrection.  

The   past   few   months   have   been  
 some   of   the   most   taxing   in   American  
 history,   with a global pandemic, a 
turbulent election cycle, and the 
mass protests following the deaths 
of George Floyd and many other 
Black Americans. Patrisse Cullors, 
co-founder of the BLM movement, 
said in an interview with PBS 
NewsHour that the new Biden-Harris 
administration must be urged to 
push a new agenda that elevates 
and respects the lives of Black 
people in this country. The question 
remains: Will this violent attack on 
our democracy serve as a turning 
point, leading to the end of white 
supremacy in the United States? 
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The Austin City Council voted in January 
to buy rundown hotels to house the Texas 

city’s unhoused population. Many people were 
unhoused in Austin even before the COVID-19 
pandemic hit. The vote to purchase the first hotel 
was unanimously supported by the City Council. 
On Feb. 4, the council, in a 10-1 vote, agreed to 
purchase another hotel. Austin has now purchased 
four hotels to house the unhoused.  

The money to pay for the hotels is partly coming 
from the police budget. In August, the council 
unanimously decided to cut $150 million from the 
police budget, largely due to the Black Lives Matter 
protests during the summer of 2020. Councilmember 
Gregorio Casar told The Appeal, “This is the only way 
Austin is able to pay for the hotels.” 

According to Point-in-Time Count results, 
Austin had about 2,500 people who were unhoused 
at the start of last year—about 1,600 people living 
in unsheltered places like cars and tents, with the 
remaining 900 living in transitional housing. Some 
Austin residents are pleased with the efforts made 
to help the unhoused, while others feel this tactic 
will present more problems.  

In March, Chaudhari Partnership sued the 
city of Austin for violating a deed restriction. 
The partnership owns two hotels near one of the 
locations the city purchased and is pushing to 

have the city’s purchase stopped. They argue if 
Austin turns the hotel into a shelter for unhoused 
people, it will harm the property value of their 
hotels. In the long run, hotels purchased by the 
Austin City Council may face the same opposition 
and problems. The debate on how to house the 
unhoused continues. 

Loujain al-Hathloul released.

Hundreds of thousands of Indian farmers 
have been encamped near New Delhi, 

India, since November 2020 to protest three new 
farming bills passed in September. The farmers 
have created a fully functioning community, some 
setting up schools and libraries and providing food 
for their comrades. Most of the farmers are from 
the Indian states of Punjab and Haryana. 

Earlier in 2020, farmers organized mass sit-
ins that blocked railways and roads, all this to 
protest Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s three 
new acts, which are meant to make farming less 
government dependent and more market-based. 
According to Statista Research Department, around 
60% of India’s population works in the agriculture 
industry, so support for these protests is immense.

The new policies include reforming minimum 
pricing, a policy that was developed in the 1960s 
when India faced acute food shortages. The minimum 

support price, or MSP, covers almost two dozen crops 
and is designed to protect the farmers if crop prices 
fall drastically. Farmers argue that repealing MSP 
would leave them in an unwinnable competition 
against large corporations who can afford to sell their 
crops for cheaper. The protesters want Modi to repeal 
the acts and, instead of taking away the already sparse 
government benefits, enact more programs to help 
farmers, and not enable corporations.  

Although remaining mostly peaceful, some 
violence has occurred during the ongoing protests. 
The farmers had been preparing to peacefully 
march around New Delhi on Jan. 26, India’s 
Republic Day. However, during the march, some 
farmers used their tractors to break through 
concrete barriers, giving the police an excuse to 
violently charge the protesters and fire tear gas. No 
compromise has yet been made, and the protests 
are ongoing.

Thousands of students have been missing 
from school in the United States, attending 

neither in-person nor online classes, according to 
ABC News. Students are facing countless issues 
with their virtual classrooms. Many have been 
completely absent, while others are falling months 
behind in their schoolwork. These issues have 
disproportionately affected students of low-income 
families and students of color.

In Florida, a report obtained by 10 Investigates 
found that student membership in public school 
classes has dropped by 87,000. Some of these 
students have started homeschooling or attending 
private schools, according to the Miami Herald, but 
many are still unaccounted for. In an interview 
with IndyKids, California-based high school English 
teacher Mr. Martinez said that for an average class, 
there are two or three students missing. “I can 
count on one hand how many classes I’ve had with 
100% attendence,” Mr. Martinez said. 

Funding for public schools is based on how 
many students enroll in the school year, meaning 
many schools are facing a major setback in terms of 
funding. However, the Herald reports that Richard 
Corcoran, a Florida education commissioner, 
addressed the issue with an order which allows 
school districts to maintain the per-student funding 

from the previous school year, although this order 
may only be in effect for one year. 

In addition to the decreasing student 
enrollment, students who have been able to attend 
class are facing challenges in making up for failing 
grades. Lack of internet access and language 
barriers are causing issues with participating in 
class. Students with disabilities are facing an array 
of issues, including lack of one-on-one support from 
professionals and lack of accommodations. 

Students who are falling behind or missing 
school could face long-term consequences when 
the time comes for them to prepare for college and 
careers. Many teachers, volunteers and nonprofit 
leaders have been working to address these issues. 
Former Education Secretary John King Jr. thinks 
that a national tutoring program can help make up 
for lost time. 

In the meantime, teachers and volunteers have 
been reaching out to students through email, or by 
sending postcards, asking them how they’re doing 
and encouraging them to come back to school. 
“Every student out there is struggling in one way 
or another,” said Mr. Martinez. “We want every 
student to be happy, healthy and safe, because 
learning is hard when those things are missing.”

Class of COVID-19: The Pandemic of Missing Students   

KHADIJA HASAN • age 12

Hotels for the Unhoused

On March 16, 2021, a devastating shooting 
took place in Atlanta. The attack left eight 
people dead, six of them women of Asian 
descent. Since the onset of the pandemic, 
there has been a sharp rise in anti-Asian 
attacks, largely fueled by former President 
Trump’s rhetoric, labeling the coronavirus 
as the “Chinese virus” and blaming China 
for the pandemic. 
Between March 19 and Feb. 28, 2021, 3,795 

anti-Asian incidents were reported to the 
Stop AAPI Hate reporting center. While the 
entire United States has experienced acts 
of xenophobic violence, the Bay Area in 
California faced an especially large amount 
of attacks, many of which targeted elderly 
people. 
Along with the rise in anti-Asian attacks 

has come a rise in community activism. 
Compassion in Oakland is a community 
project of hundreds of volunteers who walk 
with elderly Asian people to help protect 
them from possible xenophobic attacks.

Hate Crimes Still 
Plaguing Asian American 
Communities
JESSIE MITNICK • age 13

Jason Leung on U
nsplash

ZAHRA LATHEEF • age 11

White supremacist: A person who 
believes that the white race is superior 
to other races
Domestic terrorism: Committing 
terrorist acts in the one’s own country 
against fellow citizens
Insurrection: An act or instance of 
rebelling against a government
Incitement: To encourage another 
person to commit a crime

The Insurrection: A Turning Point for the U.S.? 
nation & world

Supporters of Donald Trump climb the walls of Capitol Hill during the January riot.

Felton D
avis on Flickr.

Austin is set to ban unhoused tent encampments in certain 
areas of the city. 

M
arco Fileccia on U

nsplash

  No Farmers, No Food, No Future": Why Are India's Farmers Protesting? 

Empty classrooms, both virtual and real.
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W inter Storm Uri 
hit Texas in 
February and 
caught everyone 

off guard. The unusually bitter 
cold weather put a massive strain 
on energy demand and available 
electricity as the infrastructure 
around natural gas, coal, nuclear and 
wind energy froze up. 

Climate change has a profound 
economic cost in the United 
States and abroad because of the 
recovery expenses associated with 
worsening natural disasters. Failing 
infrastructure and property damage 
due to extreme weather conditions, 
wildfires, excessive rainfall, drought 
and rising sea levels will continue to 
put a huge strain on our economy. 
According to investment banking 
company Morgan Stanley, climate 

disasters cost North America $415 
billion between 2016 and 2019.

Wildfires in the western United 
States last year cost insurers almost 
$13 billion, researchers from Risk 
Management Solutions (RMS), 
a U.S.-based risk management 
company, found. “There is growing 
evidence that extreme weather 
events related to climate change 
are on the rise—droughts, wildfires, 
hurricanes, and heat waves are 
all becoming more common,” said 
Federal Reserve governor Lael 
Brainard in a press release.

In order to tackle this growing 
economic strain, changes must be 
made. A recent study conducted 
by the American Chemical Society 
found that southeastern states 
alone will need 35% more electric 
capacity by 2050 simply to deal 

NICOLLE BERROA • age 13 and INDYKIDS STAFF

C limate change 
causes all 
manner of 
catastrophes 
around 

the world, and according to 
researchers, it can also have a 
direct impact on our health and 
wellness. A new study conducted 
by Harvard University found 
that one in five global deaths is 
caused by fossil fuel pollution. 

Bats are known carriers of 
coronaviruses, and new research 
conducted at the University of 
Cambridge found that climate 
change affecting vegetation in the 
region has expanded the habitat 
of coronavirus-carrying bats in 
southern China, meaning that 
climate change “may have played 
a key role” in the pandemic.

C limate change is one of the most 
intimidating beasts that humanity 
has ever faced. Its multifaceted 
nature combined with a lack 
of human attention results in a 

force that spells the demise of an ignorant race 
and the species with which it shares the Earth. 
Humanity’s animal co-tenants will suffer due to 
our negligence, which results in pollution and the 
subsequent inability to control the effect it has on 
the environment.

The global extinction rate of all species is up 
to 10,000 times its natural state due to unchecked 
human interference. These extinctions can produce 
an “extinction domino effect” in which less tolerant 
species are driven to extinction due to artificial and 
extreme changes in their habitats, cumulatively 
resulting in the extinction of much more resilient 
species. The removal of these species leads to 
a fragile and unbalanced ecosystem, inevitably 
causing further immense repercussions on the 
system and its constituents.

New research conducted by Monterey Bay 
Aquarium in California has discovered that 
warming oceans have led to a mass migration of 
white sharks into the area, some moving as far 
as 373 miles north. “These sharks—by venturing 
into territory where they have not historically 
been found—are telling us how the ocean is being 
affected by climate change,” said Monterey Bay 
Aquarium chief scientist Dr. Kyle Van Houtan 
in a press release. The number of sea otters in 
the Monterey Bay area has dropped by 86% since 
2014 as a direct result of this migration. Scientists 
predict this migration will be followed by a large 
quantity of aqueous fauna seeking less warm, more 
natural waters.

As a result of human interference—manifesting 
itself in warmer oceans, unregulated hunting, 
pollution and general irresponsibility—oceanic 
life, such as great whites, is being disrupted. With 
enough time and enough ecosystems destroyed, 
this disruption may have the capability to impact 
humans the same way humans have impacted their 
resident planet.

H ave you noticed a 
change in the weather, 
the oceans rising and 

melting glaciers? This is all because 
of climate change. 

The recent results of the biggest 
climate poll ever conducted by the 
U.N. Development Programme 
(UNDP) found that of the 1.2 million 
surveyed in 50 countries, half a 
million of which were aged 18 and 
under, two-thirds said they believe 
that climate change is a global 
emergency.

Climate is defined as the average 
weather over long periods of time. 
Climate change refers to a notable 
change in a region’s average weather 
conditions which results in more 
extreme weather, like severe drought 
and snow storms. Global warming 
occurs when carbon dioxide and 
greenhouse gases collect in the Earth’s 
atmosphere and cause the Earth to get 
warmer over a period of time.

The global temperature has 
gone up by 2.2% over the last 100 
years. Most scientists agree that 
this is due to human activities, like 
burning fossil fuels to power cars and 
factories. According to NASA, the 
glaciers in Antarctica and the Arctic 
have been melting at a staggering 
rate of 13.1% per decade. The Arctic 
sheets are melting by 428 billion 
metric tons per year, and sea levels 
have gone up by 3.3%. 

The UNDP survey revealed 
people around the world want their 
leaders to tackle climate change 
with measures like climate-friendly 
farming, protecting nature and 
investing in green energy. “[This] 
signals the ways in which countries 
can move forward with public 
support as we work together to tackle 
this enormous challenge,” Achim 
Steiner, UNDP administrator, said 
in a news release.

ANGEL GUZMAN • age 10 and INDYKIDS STAFF
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Earth is gradually becoming an unlivable planet. The United Nations 
released a report on Feb. 18 calling for an urgent response to tackle the 
climate crisis, biodiversity loss and pollution that threaten our planet. 
In order to slow down or reverse this damage, we must make dramatic 

changes to our societies, economies and daily lives.
The report recommends taxing resources that damage nature, ending fossil fuel 

use and changing how people travel, fish, farm and eat. These changes will require 
increasing renewable energy sources, developing sustainable food systems and 
embracing nature-based solutions. This year “is a make-it or break-it year indeed, 
because the risk of things becoming irreversible is gaining ground every year,” U.N. 
Secretary-General António Guterres said in the report. 

  Without Nature's Help, We Will Not Thrive 
or Even Survive," Says New U.N. Report

with the known dangers of climate change. 
In an interview with the New York Times, 
Emily Grubert, an infrastructure expert at 
Georgia Tech, explains that this “is going to 
be very costly.”

vehicle manufacturers, announced that it aims 
to produce all-electric, light-duty vehicles 
only and to stop all sales of gas cars by 2035. 
Similarly, yellow school buses are notoriously 
dirty—with 95% of the fleet running on diesel—
and will play a big role in these changes. 
According to the U.S. Public Interest Research 
Group, the new electric bus fleet is almost 
“ready to roll.”

Republicans and those with fossil fuel 
interests objected to Biden’s executive orders, 
calling them job-killers, according to AP. 
Fossil fuels are a huge source of income for 
many communities around the country, thus 
this transition to renewable energy has long 
been under dispute. But a Brookings Institute 
analysis of “a geographic database of renewable 
energy generation potential” suggests that many 
fossil fuel hubs that already exist also have the 
potential to be ideal sites for renewable energy 
production. 

Redirecting investments to renewable 
energy production in these areas could reduce 
job losses and climate obstructionism in the 
communities likely to be impacted the most by 
these vital changes.

In his first week in office, President Joe Biden put 
forward a number of executive orders targeting climate 
change. Achieving the goal of making the United States 
carbon neutral by 2050, steering America’s economy away 
from fossil fuels to one that harnesses nature’s energy and 
preserves our natural world, will require many changes 
designed to tackle costly climate disasters, like wildfires, 
floods and droughts, that are becoming more frequent.

One big change we will likely see in the next few years 
is to our transportation system. According to the Associated 
Press (AP), General Motors, one of the world’s largest 

The results of this study have many scientists concerned 
that climate change could make pandemics more prevalent in 
the future. However, it is likely that climate change is not the 
only culprit. With deforestation and the expanding animal 
trade, the virus would have been easily spread between the bats 
and their handlers. 

For people with allergies, climate change might be 
a problem. In a study conducted by the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, researchers found that as the 
planet gets warmer, pollen seasons last longer. The study 
found that there has been a 21% increase in pollen since 
1990.  Allergies can seriously impact public health, leading 
to worsening cases of asthma and respiratory conditions.

The Harvard researchers also found that China’s decision 
to cut its fossil fuel emissions nearly in half saved 2.4 million 
lives worldwide by 2018, which provides solid evidence that 
policy change can ultimately lead to improving climate 
conditions and human health. Climate change is hurting the 
planet and people’s health, so we need to find ways to reduce 
and reverse climate change. If not, these climate-related health 
issues will continue to worsen.

This Makes Me Sick! How Climate Change 
Contributes to Health Issues

Humanity Is 
Killing Its 
Co-tenants

LEAH ROMERO • age 11 and INDYKIDS STAFF

ORIK EHREN • age 15

Great white sharks are on the prowl for cooler waters.

Gerald Schömbs on Unsplash

Climate Change Is Going to Cost Us 
Big Time

Multifaceted:  Having many different parts
Repercussion: A widespread, indirect, or 
unexpected effect of something said or done
Aqueous: Made of, by, or with waterDeforestation:  The clearing, or cutting down, of forests

Biodiversity: Refers to the variety of life
Climate obstructionism: Acts which block or 
hinder climate positive actions

Climate Change, Should 
We Be Afraid?

W i t h  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  C o m m u n i t y  T r u s t  a n d  t o  j o h n  a n d  M a r t h a  W o l f  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  I n d y K i d s  C l i m a t e  C e n t e r  S p r e a D .

 “Earth is gradually 
becoming an 
unlivable planet.”
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culture & activism

In 2021, New York City will 
elect a new comptroller, 

at least four new borough 
presidents, and because of term 
limits, there will be an almost 
entirely new City Council. But 
the most competitive, expensive 
and crowded race will surely 
be for mayor. Currently, there 
are eight or so front-runners, 
including former presidential 
candidate Andrew Yang, city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer and 
Brooklyn Borough President 
Eric Adams.

Candidate Maya Wiley, a 
former MSNBC correspondent, 
has designed a plan called 
“New Deal New York,’’ which 
promises to create 100,000 new 
jobs and devote $3 billion to 
making New York a renewable 
energy powerhouse. 

In an interview with IndyKids, 
mayoral candidate Kathryn 
Garcia said, “When you talk 
about the New Deal of other 
folks, they’re actually very big 
statements without a lot of 
detail in them.” Garcia, who 
was the city’s former sanitation 
commissioner, said, “I look at all 

of my policies through the lens of 
climate change, whether or not 
it’s my transportation policy or my 
housing policy. The role of climate 
is embedded in all of those.” 

When Eric Garner was 
killed by a police officer in 
Staten Island in 2014, there 
were protests across the country, 
and in response to this, some 
cities adopted various police 
reforms. One of those cities 
was Minneapolis, the same city 
where George Floyd, another 
unarmed Black man, was 
killed brutally by officers who 
had gone through implicit 
bias training and de-escalation 
training. Garcia says those 
reforms need to be taken further, 
and accountability needs to be 
more robust. “You get what you 
measure. If you are measuring 
community engagement and 
community trust building, and 
then you promote people who 
are doing that, there is change. 
If you just put people through 
a training session [for a couple 
of hours], you’re not going to 
get real change. You have to 
incorporate it into every level of 

the organization.” 
Candidate Dianne Morales, a 

nonprofit executive, has a plan 
to “Defund the Police; Fund 
the People,” which proposes 
downsizing the NYPD’s budget 
by 50%—$3 billion—and use 
the money to fund public safety 
programs separate from the 
NYPD. “Dianne and I have 
respect for each other but very 
different political points of view 
and solutions for what we think 
the city needs,” said Garcia, 
who distances herself from 
the “defund the police” slogan. 
“I believe that we can have a 
police force that are guardians of 
communities and not enforcers 
against communities.” But the 
argument coming from Morales 
and the defund-the-police 
movement is that the police 
don’t actually keep the city safe, 
at least not for people of color. 

The New York City mayoral 
primaries will take place on 
June 22, followed by a general 
election on Nov. 2. Until then, 
it’s anyone’s race.

HUDSON MU• age 14

PERSONAL REPORT

S everal dozen Indigenous youth, some as 
young as 9 years old, from Standing Rock 
and Cheyenne River Reservation ran 93 

miles to put pressure on President Biden to close 
the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL). The event took 
place on Feb. 9, 2021, in sub-zero temperatures, 
starting in Timber Lake, South Dakota, and ending 
at the Cannonball River in North Dakota. 

 The Dakota Access Pipeline is an oil pipeline 
located in South and North Dakota, Iowa and 
Illinois. Construction on the 1,172-mile-long pipeline 
began in June 2016 and ended in April 2017. The 
Dakota Access Pipeline is controversial for many 
reasons, including the potential contamination of 
drinking water in the surrounding reservations. The 
youth protested to put pressure on Biden to close the 
pipeline for good. 

There were two similar runs in 2016 protesting 
the pipeline. “A group of us youth from the 

Standing Rock and Cheyenne River Nations had 
the courage and were brave enough to stand up 
to the DAPL that was going to cross our lands, 
threatening not only our drinking water supply 
but the land we have called home for generations,” 
Anna Lee Rain Yellowhammer, Standing Rock 
Sioux Youth Council vice president, said in a 
statement announcing one of the runs back in 
2016. Now the youth are standing up again.

On Jan. 26, the United States Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia Circuit upheld the 
lower court’s ruling that construction of DAPL 
violated the National Environmental Policy Act. 
Dallas Goldtooth of the Indigenous Environmental 
Network said, “[The youth] are running because of 
one simple fact: DAPL is an illegal pipeline.”

Despite the fact that the DAPL has now been 
ruled illegal, it remains open.

Science Briefs

Over Easter weekend, residents of Manatee, 
Florida, were evacuated from their homes 
due to leaks from a nearby reservoir. The 
reservoir contained water contaminated with 
phosphogypsum—a toxic fertilizer waste 
product—from a former phosphate mine nearby. 

The leak caused an “imminent hazard” 
that posed “an immediate and substantial 
danger to human health, safety, welfare and 
the environment,” said Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
who declared a state of emergency over the 
situation. According to the Manatee County 
Public Safety Department, there are 316 
households within the evacuation area. While 
local residents were required to evacuate, the 
Manatee County Jail was not. In a jail with over 
1,000 inmates, only 30% were safely evacuated. 
Originally, they had planned to evacuate about 
35% but lowered the number “based on risk 
factors involving inmate classification.” 

Phosphogypsum contains quantities of 
uranium and radium, which are radioactive 
materials. There are multiple leaks, and, 
according to Jake Saur, the Manatee director of 
public safety, a structural collapse is looming.

Florida Declares State of Emergency 
over Toxic Reservoir Leak

World’s First Underwater Youth 
Climate Protest

JESSIE MITNICK • age 13

LUCIA: You started as a reporter for Pacifica’s 
NYC community radio station. What made 
you choose independent networks over more 
mainstream news outlets? 

AMY: [At] WBAI radio in New York, 99.5 FM, 
you really got to know the communities at the 
grassroots level, and [the station] wasn’t interrupted 
every five or six minutes to sell you a weapon 
system or a drug the way commercial media is 
interrupted for a fossil fuel company commercial, 
just people speaking for themselves from their 
hearts about their communities. And I was 
extremely drawn to this. 

LUCIA: In 2000, you interviewed President Bill 
Clinton. He became aggravated by some of your 
questions. How do you approach experiences 
like this?

AMY: Journalists prepare their whole lives for an 
interview with the president of the United States. 
He’s the most powerful person on Earth. We asked 
him very serious questions. [President Clinton] said, 
“I find your questions hostile, combative, and at 
times disrespectful.” And I said, “They’re just critical 
questions,” because I didn’t believe the press should 
go on bended knee to the president. That’s our 
job. We’re not there to win a popularity contest. 
We’re there to hold those in power accountable. I 
see the media as essential to the functioning of a 
democratic society.

LUCIA: You received the Gandhi Peace Award 
nine years ago for a “significant contribution 
to the promotion of an enduring international 
peace.” What does this award mean to you?

AMY: I have always felt that when people can 
speak for themselves, they change the world. But 
it takes the rest of the world hearing them. And 
that’s where independent media comes in, to 
provide a forum for people to speak for themselves. 
When you hear someone speaking from their own 

experience, it makes it much less likely that you’ll 
want to destroy them. That understanding, that’s 
the beginning of peace. I think the media can be 
the greatest force for peace on Earth. Instead, all 
too often it’s wielded as a weapon of war. And 
that’s why we have to take the media back.

LUCIA: You’ve gone through some difficult 
situations as a journalist, such as arrest, physical 
violence and more. Have you ever been too 
frightened to report a story?

AMY: I’m often scared. But that doesn’t mean 
I won’t do the story, because the danger that 
the people are in who are talking to me or other 
journalists is so much greater. We are really 
protected as American journalists. So I feel it’s my 
responsibility to go where the corporate media 
doesn’t go. When you go to that place, it’s often not 
silent. It is raucous. It is loud. People are speaking. 
It just doesn’t hit the corporate media radar screen. 
That’s where we belong.

ZAHRA LATHEEF • age 11

Our seagrass is worth protecting.

Someday You 
Could Be... 
Amy Goodman

Indigenous Youth Run 93 Miles to Put 
Pressure on President Biden to Close the 
Dakota Access Pipeline

In early March, Shaama Sandooyea took 
a deep breath and plunged into the western 
Indian Ocean in the first-ever underwater youth 
climate protest. Holding a “Youth Strike for 
Climate” placard right above the world’s largest 
seagrass meadow, the 24-year-old Mauritian 
activist hoped to raise awareness about the 
importance of preserving seagrass. Sandooyea 
wants to bring attention to the United Nations’ 
goal to persuade countries to protect at least 
30% of the planet’s land and oceans. 

Seagrass absorbs carbon dioxide, thus 
slowing the rise in temperatures and the 
evaporation of water, which cause climate 
change. The world is losing about 7% of its 
seagrass due to rising ocean temperatures. It’s 
vital we keep the seagrass healthy and strong 
so we can help stop climate change, which 
leads to negative long-term impacts such as 
animal extinction and extreme weather, which 
is already happening.

MUSA HASAN • age 13

LUCIA MEJIA CARDENAS • age 13

IndyKids reporter Lucia Mejia Cardenas.

T rump is out and Biden is the new 
president, but the activism that got us here 

shouldn’t be over. After George Floyd’s death at 
the hands of police in May 2020, the Black Lives 
Matter movement gained considerable momentum. 
The horrific event ignited people’s curiosity to 
start researching and learning more about social 
and racial injustice. Some of this activism may 
wither away now that Trump has left office, but it’s 
important that the momentum gained from the past 
year, and indeed the past four years, is sustained. 

More than 25 million votes were cast by Gen Z 
and millennials in the most recent election. The 
Center for Information and Research on Civic 
Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE) found that 
61% of 18- to 29-year-olds and a massive 87% of 
Black youth voted for Biden. By comparison, 
only 51% of the white young adult demographic 
voted for Biden. As discussed in an article on the 
Conversation, “The high turnout for both sides in 
the election demonstrates two things: the power of 
the movement and the need for it to continue.”

Young voters indicated that racism and climate 
change were big factors in their desire to vote 
Trump out. Calls for defunding the police echoed 
throughout 2020, but this is a move Biden doesn’t 
support. Instead, his campaign will invest $300 
million for police departments to hire more officers 
and train them on community-oriented policies. 
However, the Biden administration does propose 
ways to prevent crime: expanding access to and 
funding for mental health and substance abuse 
services and creating a $20 billion grant program 
to encourage states to implement crime prevention 
policies. During the presidential debate on Sept. 29, 
Biden said he doesn’t support a Green New Deal, a 
package that aggressively addresses climate change 

and economic inequality. Instead, he supports the 
“Biden Plan,” which many have criticized as not 
being radical enough.

“Our rights can be strengthened or eroded at all 
levels of government, and the presidential election 
alone cannot guarantee our safety,” explained 
Glennda Testone, executive director of the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Center, in an op-ed 
in the Advocate. “Only by understanding this reality—
and committing to ongoing action—will we be able 
to effect fundamental, lasting change.” Youth voters 
must understand that our activism is not over now 
that Trump has exited the White House. 

Why Youth Activism Cannot End with 
a Biden Presidency NICOLLE BERROA • age 13 and INDYKIDS STAFF

A protester in Washington, D.C., holds a sign featuring George Floyd.
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Photo by Standing Rock Youth Council, used with permission.

Amy Goodman is an 
award-winning journalist, 
investigative reporter, 
human rights activist 
and host of Democracy 
Now! for the last 25 years. 
IndyKids reporter Lucia 
met with Amy to discuss 
her career and legacy as a 
social justice journalist.

IndyKids reporter Hudson questions Kathryn Garcia about her 
stance on defunding the police.  

Democracy Now! host Amy Goodman.

New York City Mayoral Races
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AGRICULTURE

AQUEOUS

BIODIVERSITY

CLIMATE

DEFORESTATION

DISASTER

ECONOMY

EMERGENCY

EVACUATED

EXTINCTION

FARMER

INDIGENOUS

INFRASTRUCTURE

INSURRECTION

OBSTRUCTIONISM

PHOSPHOGYPSUM

PIPELINE

RIOT

SEAGRASS

SHECESSION

UNEMPLOYMENT

VACCINATION

WILDFIRE

The Blakiston’s fish owl 
measures 60 to 72 centimeters 

in length, making it the largest owl 
in the world. The Blakiston’s fish owl lives in 
the riparian woodlands of Asia and Russia. 
These owls nest in large, old trees near rivers, 
lakes and springs. Unfortunately, this owl is 
endangered because of human activity. 

The two great threats facing the fish owls are 
climate change and habitat loss. Logging roads 
provide access for trespassers, such as poachers, 
loggers and pine nut collectors, who damage the 
local environment and pose a danger to these great 
owls. The owls and their prey are often killed by 
vehicles, accidental wildfire, and when the trees 
which these owls call home are cut down. 

The Blakiston’s fish owls eat fish from the 
rivers during winter. When spring comes, 
the owls require extra food to feed their 

recently born chicks, so will eat amphibians. 
The alternating climate could change spring’s 
arrival, making frogs arrive too early or too late 
to provide the necessary diet for starving fish 
owl chicks. The results of such a change could 
be catastrophic, starving owlets to death and 
contributing to a future population drop.

The Blakiston’s fish owl can still be saved, 
but not without our help. The population drop 
is due to human activity, and it will take human 
intervention to save these majestic creatures. 
To save the fish owl, we must focus on habitat 
rehabilitation to create a balanced ecological 
system. If we take these steps now, we can help 
repopulate the owl and allow them to thrive in 
the wild again. 

MILA LEMOINE • age 9

Answer: Mary W. Jackson

1. I was born on April 9, 1921, in Hampton, 
Virginia.

2. I graduated from Hampton Institute 
with a dual degree in mathematics and 
physical science.

3. I became a teacher and helped kids to 
build their own wind tunnels to conduct 
experiments.

4. In 1951, I began to work at NACA, which 
later became NASA. 

5. At NASA, I worked with other African 
American mathematicians doing 
mathematical computations, providing 
vital data to the U.S. space program.

6. Later in my career, I worked with 
engineer Kazimierz Czarnecki and 
entered a training program to become 
an engineer at NASA.

7. I became the first Black female to help 
conduct a supersonic pressure tunnel 
experiment to learn how wind speed 
affects rockets.

8. Due to segregation, I had to get special 
permission to receive training to become 
the first Black female engineer at NASA.

9. NASA’s headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., is named after me.

10. I was an inspiration for the movie Hidden 
Figures released in 2017.

11. I left this world on Feb. 11, 2005.

Getting 
wild  with...

The Endangered 

Blakiston’s 
Fish Owl

Who am I?

ZAYNAB LATHEEF • age 8

Now more than ever, we need sources of media 
for our youth that center the stories of people of 
color, immigrants, women, workers and LGBTQIA+ 
communities. IndyKids is the nation’s only social justice-
oriented newspaper written by kids for kids. Now in its 
16th year in print, IndyKids is distributed to classrooms 
and households in 35 states, helping thousands of youth 
think more critically about the news of the world. Plus, it’s 
free and ad-free! 
Subscription costs cover only the cost of mailing issues 
to subscribers. We rely on donations to cover all other 
costs of producing IndyKids and running our Kid Reporter 
Program, through which more than 600 youth have been 
trained as journalists. 
Can you contribute today to help us continue printing 
IndyKids and training the journalists of tomorrow? Thank 
you for your continued support! 
Give online today at 
http://indykids.org/main/donate/ 
To donate via mail, send a check makde out to “IndyKids” 
to P.O. Box 2281, New York, NY 10163

Thank you 
for your 
continued 
support!

Photo 
by Julie 
Edgley via 
Wikimedia 
Commons

Riparian: Situated on the banks of a river
Rehabilitation: Restore to good health
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