
“I t’ll start getting cooler...
you just watch,” 
President Trump 

said as he sat in a news briefing 
in Sacramento, California. It was 
September 2020, at the height of 
the California wildfires. A picture 
of burning trees was displayed on 
his left. This is one of the most 
recent examples of the Trump 
administration’s attitude toward 
climate change.  

Over the last four years, the 
Trump administration’s climate 
agenda continuously revealed itself 
to be detrimental to the well-being of 
the environment. Under instruction 
from the Trump administration, 
the United States pulled out of the 
Paris Climate Agreement in 2017. 
The EPA (Environmental Protection 
Agency), under President Trump’s 
guidance, scrapped the Clean Power 
Plan, which ordered the energy 
sector to cut carbon emissions by 
32% before 2030. More recently, the 
Trump administration opened the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge up 

for oil drilling. Trump championed 
weakening emissions standards 
nationwide and increasing fracking. 
Noah Greenwald, director of the 
endangered species program at the 
Center for Biological Diversity, said 
in an interview with The Intercept, 
“It’s been a terrible waste of four 
years at a time when we don’t have 
four years.” Which begs the question: 
What about the next four years?

The Biden-Harris administration’s 
website shows an overview of their 
plan to address climate change. They 
want to achieve a 100% clean energy 
economy and net-zero emissions no 
later than 2050. They also plan to 
rally the rest of the world around 
climate issues. There are many 
promises on Biden’s campaign 
website, including immediately 
rejoining the Paris Climate 
Agreement after he takes office. It 
is also important to note that Biden 
has not accepted the Green New Deal 
proposed by Senator Edward Markey 
and Representative Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez; however many are 

advocating for him to do so. 
 So, what does a “100% clean 

energy economy” mean? According 
to the Environmental Defense 
Fund, a clean energy economy 
means “producing no more climate 
pollution than we can remove.” 
Climate pollution, like CO2 and 
methane, is difficult to remove from 
the atmosphere, but scientists say 
that it is not impossible. With enough 
concentrated effort, which could be 
provided by Biden, a clean energy 
economy could be in America’s near 
future. 

Biden also promised to help 
America achieve “net-zero emissions.” 
Attaining this goal is simple: We 
remove all man-made gases from the 
atmosphere. There are already several 
methods that have been introduced 
in this field of study, such as using 
carbon mineralization or direct air 
capture to remove pollution. 

Biden’s plan goes on to pledge that 
he will invest more than $2 trillion 
in a “Clean Energy Revolution.” 
Among other things, this revolution 

would create 10 million clean energy 
jobs. There are valid concerns, 
however, that clean energy jobs pay 
less than those in the fossil fuel 
sectors. These concerns have yet to be 
addressed by President-elect Biden. 

There are plenty of problems for 
Biden to address on the first day of 
his presidency. Climate change is a 
significant one. Lindsay Meiman, 
communications manager at 350.
org, in an interview with IndyKids, 
shared 10 executive actions that the 
environmental organization demands 
on Biden’s first day in office. Those 
demands include ending fossil fuel 
extraction on public land, stopping 
fracking and prosecuting fossil fuel 
polluters. 

As we move further into 2021, the 
path forward is becoming quite clear. 
“Our role is to hold the Biden-Harris 
administration accountable,” Meiman 
said. “There is a beautiful, powerful, 
global and connected movement for 
climate justice that needs every single 
person. Now is our moment.”

“CLIMATE ARSONIST”: HOW THE TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION IMPACTED THE ENVIRONMENT

Is Biden’s moderate climate plan enough to put out Trump’s fire? 
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NewsBrief

Around 81,000 tonnes of illegal pesticides were 
shipped from the EU in 2018 to smaller countries, 
including South Africa, Ukraine and Brazil. These 
pesticides contain paraquat, a toxic chemical 
which is fatal if ingested and has been banned 
from EU soil. But a Greenpeace Unearthed 
investigation has found that chemical companies 
like Ineos and Syngenta have exported these 
pesticides to other, often poorer countries. The 
investigation found that these companies were 
exploiting a loophole.
Over 40% of the chemicals produced were 

made in Britain. Now after Brexit, Greenpeace is 
calling on the British government to put an end 
to this loophole before it becomes even bigger. 
Doug Parr, chief scientist at Greenpeace UK, said 
in an interview with the Guardian, exporting the 
pesticides is “exploitative hypocrisy” and urged 
officials to end the trade.

U.K. and Europe Pesticide 
Scandal
OSCAR TOMASELLO • age 12

The pandemic has robbed millions of their 
jobs, and now with prolonged school 

closures across the world, many children in 
impoverished countries have been forced into 
backbreaking and often illegal work in an effort 
to make money for their families. According to 
an analysis by Save the Children and UNICEF, 
the number of children living in impoverished 
households could rise by 86 million, reaching a 
total of 672 million children by the end of 2020.

Laboring in sand mines, garbage collecting 
in landfills, sorting recyclables, working on 
assembly lines making fireworks and cigarettes, 
child laborers are being forced into performing 
hazardous and illegal jobs, often done shoeless and 
without protective equipment. Child labor had been 
decreasing globally in recent years, but the pandemic 
has been a turning point. UNICEF predicted that 
the number of children forced into the workforce 
rose to 42 million by the end of 2020.

As other nations find ways to integrate in-person 
and remote learning, some impoverished nations 
have had a harder time supporting other platforms 
of learning, leaving nearly half a billion children 
with no form of learning at all. UNICEF executive 
director Henrietta Fore said at a press conference 
that when a chid goes a day without school, they 
inch closer to the cycle of poverty, violence and 
child labor. Even when school does fully reopen, 
the United Nations estimates that 24 million 
children will remain out of school permanently, 
many working to keep their families afloat. 

Fore makes it clear that children, especially the 
most marginalized, need to be learning, whether it 
is in person or via internet, TV and radio. “If we 
don’t take action now, this crisis will only deepen. 
And children will pay the highest price of all,” 
warns Fore. “Their futures are at stake, and we urge 
all countries to put their children first.”

HUDSON MU • age 14

Carlos Rodriguez Herrera was a barista at 
a Mediterranean restaurant in New York 

City. But on March 14, 2020, right after the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit the United States, he was 
told not to come back to work. “I don’t know how 
I’m going to pay the rent in the coming month,” 
He told the New York Times in March 2020. “I have 
no savings, no money right now.” On top of that, 
Herrera is undocumented, so he is ineligible for 
unemployment benefits. 

Herrera is one of the millions of people around 
the country who lost their home and job because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Unemployment was 
higher in October of last year than it was during the 
Great Depression in the 1940s. This is because many 
businesses have closed or scaled back operations.

The government tried to help businesses and 
workers by passing the CARES Act in late March 
2020. This gave the average unemployed worker 
$600 a week on top of state unemployment benefits. 
Now the CARES Act has expired, and a person who 
is out of work will receive, on average, just $378 
a week in state benefits. In October, Republicans 
proposed a $1.3 billion relief bill to replace the 
CARES Act, but Democrats do not think it goes 
far enough. Amid the impasse, President Trump 

said he would cut off negotiations until after 
the elections. Weeks after the election, millions 
of unemployed people remain without a much-
needed lifeline. Trump finally signed a new $900 
billion relief bill in late December 2020, after 
unemployment programs had lapsed, causing huge 
stress for many people around the country. The bill 
includes a second round of stimulus checks for all 
Americans, expanded unemployment benefits and 
some aid for small businesses.

Since March 2020, top billionaires have 
made more than $800 billion collectively. 
With millions working from home, people are 
relying more on companies like Amazon, run 
by Jeff Bezos, and Zoom, founded by Eric Yuan. 
Additionally, tax loopholes and government 
bailouts go disproportionately to large 
corporations run by the wealthy.

What we have seen is that the economic impact of 
the pandemic has been far from equal. Billionaires 
have prospered, while the average American has 
struggled. To confront this problem, the government 
must do everything it can to provide relief to the 
average American, while enforcing stronger tax laws 
and regulations on billionaires.  

Nearly 400,000 immigrants may be forced 
to leave the United States because of 

a September 14 ruling by the federal court of 
appeals on temporary protected status (TPS) visas. 
In a 2-1 decision, the court sided with the Trump 
administration’s stance that some immigrants 
protected by TPS no longer need a safe haven because 
their countries of origin are now safe to return to. 

TPS was enacted by President George W. Bush 
in 1990 to help people find shelter in the United 
States after they fled their countries due to war, 
violence or natural disasters. 

The ruling affects immigrants from El Salvador, 
Honduras, Haiti, Nepal, Sudan and Nicaragua. 
TPS holders from these countries are facing 
deportation to their countries of origin, which 
some may not have visited for many years, causing 
families to be torn apart. There are around 200,000 
U.S.-born children whose parents are protected 
by TPS. These deportations will impact not only 
families but also the U.S. workforce. According to 
the Boston Globe, 131,000 of these immigrants are 
essential workers. 

“When I heard that the Trump administration 
wasn’t going to renew my TPS … I felt scared and 
worried for my family,” Ericka, a TPS holder and 
a Culinary Union member for 14 years, said in an 
Instagram post. “I’m worried that the American 
dream I fought to have when I came to this country 
is going to disappear when my TPS expires.” 

Now, 400,000 Americans and their families 

are anxiously awaiting Biden’s decision to review 
Trump’s attempt to terminate the policy. Before 
his inauguration Biden promised to implement 
a legislative immigration reform which would 
ultimately provide a path to citizenship for “long-
time TPS holders.” Until then, the fate of these 
families is in limbo.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the legendary 
Supreme Court justice, passed away in 

September after serving 27 years on the Supreme 
Court and a lifetime of fighting for equal rights for 
people of all races, genders and sexual orientations. 
With her seat open, the Trump administration 
moved quickly to appoint a new Supreme Court 
justice before the November election.

Born on March 15, 1933, Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
graduated top of her class from Columbia Law 
School in 1959. She co-founded the Women’s 
Rights Project at the American Civil Liberties 
Union in 1972, arguing six gender discrimination 
cases as its director before the Supreme Court. 

Her time to shine came when President Clinton 
appointed her as a Supreme Court justice in 1993. 
As the second female Supreme Court justice after 
Sandra Day O’Connor, Ruth Bader Ginsburg ruled 
in favor of many civil right topics, such as women’s 
rights and gay marriage. 

Trump had appointed two conservative Supreme 
Court justices in his term, and from the moment 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg died, he began pushing to 
install a new judge: Amy Coney Barrett.

Some argue that it was disrespectful to replace 
Ginsburg with someone who doesn’t agree with 
most of her beliefs. For example, Ginsburg voted 
with the majority in Obergefell v. Hodges, which 
legalized gay marriage, whereas NBC News 
reported that the Human Rights Campaign, the 
United States’ largest LGBTQ rights group, said 
Barrett’s confirmation “threatens LGBTQ equality.”

The timing of Barrett’s appointment also 
caused some controversy. When President Obama 

was trying to install Merrick Garland to the 
Supreme Court in his last year, Republicans 
refused. Democrats accused Republicans of being 
hypocritical, and thought that Trump should not 
have been allowed to install a new justice. 

Despite the turmoil caused by Ginsburg’s 
passing and her replacement on the bench by a 
new conservative justice, it’s important to remember 
the positive changes she made. As Anita Hill said 
about Ginsburg, “I think that her voice brought to 
the court her willingness to really push for a full 
and inclusive definition of equality.”

Ruth Bader Ginsburg: An Equality Superhero
MIA SILVERMAN • age 11

A Boon to Billionaires, a Bust for 
Average Americans

The minimum age required to vote was lowered 
from 21 to 18 in 1970. Now 50 years later, activists 
around the country are pushing to lower the 
voting age again. 
Tyler Okeke, a 19-year-old organizer with the 

nonprofit Power California, told NPR that 16-year-
olds in particular are poised to translate their 
education into civic engagement. According to 
New Scientist, studies show that the 16-year-old 
mind has the right development needed to vote, 
called cold cognition, an activity that doesn’t 
involve emotions. Lowering the voting age 
would help develop young people into habitual 
voters before they go off to college, which would 
increase the number of votes each year. 
In November, San Francisco nearly became the 

first state to allow 16- and 17-year-olds the right 
to vote in local elections, with the proposal losing 
to just 51% of the vote. However, Measure QQ was 
passed by Oakland voters, which gives students as 
young as 16 the right to vote in Oakland Unified 
School District school board elections, signifying 
that the fight for young people’s right to vote is 
not over yet.

Lower the Voting Age? The 
Discussion Has Begun

Isis P
hillips
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OSCAR TOMASELLO • age 12

Hypocrisy: a person who acts in contradiction to his 
or her stated beliefs or feelings

From School Closures to Child Labor
nation & world

Impasse: a situation that allows no escape or solution
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Court Rules in Trump's Favor to Stop Temporary Protected Status for Some Immigrants
AIDA EL-HAJJAR • age 11
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Dear IndyKids Community,

We are celebrating 15 
years of publishing. 
We would like to take 
this time to thank all of 
you for your support 
throughout the years.

Thank you to our teachers for using our newspaper in your classroom 
and bringing our youth journalism program to your schools. 
Thank you to our parents for your commitment, spreading the word, 
subscribing to IndyKids, and having your kids participate in our youth 
journalism program.
Thank you to our donors for supporting the IndyKids project, your 
continued generosity makes this work possible. 
Thank you to our librarians for archiving the published work of our 
youth reporters. 
Thank you to our volunteer mentors and editors for giving our kid 
journalists the tools necessary to produce each issue of IndyKids. 
Thank you to our volunteer distributors for spreading the word and 
helping us bundle and ship each issue to our subscribers.

Thank you to our journalists who have taken the time to share their 
knowledge with the next generation of critical thinkers and leaders. 
And a special thank you to all of our youth reporters for working 
so hard to produce each issue of the IndyKids newspaper. Your 
commitment is inspiring!

IndyKids is here because of all of you! We are very grateful for 
your steadfast support and dedication to the mission and impact 
of IndyKids.

In solidarity and gratitude, 

I. Phillips, and the IndyKids Team

{

}
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CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF INDYKIDS

“T he mission of 
IndyKids is to 
engage young 
people to become 
informed world 
citizens through 

the production of a current events and social justice 
news source that is created by kids, for kids.”

When I was 9 years old, I walked into a former 
firehouse too nervous to speak above a whisper. 
Even with the soothing paper lanterns and fairy 
lights strung across the ceiling, shy kid that I am, 
I worried I didn’t have what it took to be a kid 

reporter. But looking back over the past seven years, 
I’ve realized how much IndyKids has taught me 
about research, and empathy in storytelling. 

My favorite part of writing an article was filling 
up my outline sheets with questions, or researching 
people I hoped to interview. The writing guides, 
tedious though they may have been for a younger 
me, made me a better student and a more engaged 
citizen. Even as my introverted heart beats faster 
every time I raise my hand in class, IndyKids 
instilled in me the importance of asking the who, 
what, when, where and why. Always why. 

In my English classes, I scribble annotations 

wondering whose voices I don’t get to hear in the 
books we read, and in class, I restate the importance 
of not taking a single narrative at face value, a skill 
I learned when all of my IndyKids mentors would 
push me to check every fact and examine as many 
sides of the story and article angles as possible. In 
history, I use the research skills of youth journalism 
to quickly create bibliographies. I choose classes and 
electives that actively seek to expand from standard 
curriculums, and expand from a cherry-picked 
history to one that embraces hard truths and new 
stories. I’ve developed as a writer, basing my claims 
in fact. My intent in every class is to examine 

policies and acts of protest as an intellectual, and 
as a compassionate, engaged citizen. And I owe all 
those practices to IndyKids and their commitment to 
inspiring “a passion for social justice and learning 
to empower the next generation of critical thinkers, 
community leaders, journalists and activists.”

Because of IndyKids, I stepped outside my comfort 
zone to meet interesting people at the forefront of 
social change in their communities. I remember 
the excitement and adrenaline I felt the first time I 
covered a protest, the 2013 Climate March. Taking 
in the crowd, trying to spot people to interview, I 
got to meet the legendary Amy Goodman. I was so 

nervous to speak with her; I was shaking. But she 
treated me like a serious journalist and helped me 
feel like my story was important. 

IndyKids helped me realize that even though I’m 
shy, my voice is unique, it has value, and I have 
the power to make myself heard. At 11 years old, 
in a reporter profile for IndyKids, I was asked how 
my worldview had changed because of the program. 
“After working with IndyKids, I always have my eye 
out for a story,” I answered.

In a 2009 IndyKids interview, historian Howard 
Zinn emphasized the power every young person has 
to make history: “Great social movements start with 

lots of people doing small things. Join a group in 
your school or in your community that is working 
on some issue you think is important. What you 
do may seem small, but when these small actions 
merge at certain points in history, progress is 
made.” Programs like IndyKids push young people 
to be active, investigative and persistent in the 
pursuit of social justice, and exemplify the powerful 
writing and people that come from a curriculum 
dedicated to highlighting everyone’s story. IndyKids 
amplifies the voices of young people, and every word 
published changes the writer and the world they 
learn in for the better.

Personal Essay: Why We Need Programs Like IndyKids ADEDAYO PERKOVICH • age 16

IndyKid reporters hard at work with their journalist mentors IndyKid reporters and professional journalists working together on social justice issues

Attending events and conducting interviews Bundling the printed issue IndyKids ready to inform the massesSeminars with professional journalists

IndyKid reporters seeing their work published work in printBrainstorming and storyboardingIndyKids moves online during the pandemic

In field reporting and interviewing Preparing to mail out the latest issue to subscribers and schools
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culture & activism Raya El-Hajjar, age 13
How did you first hear about IndyKids, and how long 
have you written with them?

My mom always got IndyKids for her classroom, and 
I always remember reading it. When I was in 5th 
grade, I started wanting to write for IndyKids, 
so I filled out the survey on their website. 
I’ve been writing for them for three 
years. 

 
Why do you think social justice 
reporting is necessary?

When thinking of social justice 
reporting, I usually imagine this 
analogy. Think of every event as 
a picture. Many news outlets crop 
the image, cutting out the parts 
they don’t want readers to see. Or 
they use filters to cast the event in 
a different light. The whole point of 
social justice reporting is looking at the 
whole image, with no filters or cropping.

As a kid journalist, why do you think your voice 
and your peers’ voices are so important?

Kids in the present day have been forced to grow 
up far too fast. Contemplating the perils of our planet’s 

future, or seeing hate crimes or police brutality in your 
own neighborhood are not events usually linked with 
childhood. My generation has the unique experience 

of uplifting our own voices and stories in order to 
express the real world that we are growing 

up in.

What are some things that you 
have learned from being a part of 
IndyKids, and how have those 
things impacted you and your 
writing?

One thing that I have learned 
from IndyKids is the importance of 
sharing your views. As a kid, you 
might not expect your opinions to 
be heard, but writing for IndyKids 

has allowed me to realize that your 
voice is always heard by someone. 

What subjects do you most enjoy 
writing about?

Actually, I really enjoy writing about subjects 
that I don’t know very well, because through the 
research and writing I learn and can start to form my 
own opinions. 

Teachers are great problem solvers, but 
the coronavirus pandemic has presented 

challenges unlike any other. From technical 
glitches to exposing the socioeconomic inequities 
of education to dealing with overstretched parents, 
teachers are now having to act as IT professionals 
and counselors. Over 1 billion children around 
the world have been affected by school closures, 
according to UNESCO, and teachers have been 
forced to quickly learn new teaching methods, and 
many are struggling.

Zara Kunders, an English teacher from 
Greenwood High International School in 
Bangalore, India, says that now her mind is at 
work most of the time. In an interview with 
IndyKids, Kunders said that remote learning has 
blurred the line between work and home. “I think 
it’s a little difficult [as] there isn’t a clear boundary 
anymore when we’re in constant communication 
with our students.”

On the other hand, Jared Winston, a French 
teacher at Poly Prep Country Day School in 
Brooklyn, New York, is back with his students, but 
school looks very different now. He teaches them 
from a classroom in the school building, while his 
students work from outdoor tents on the sports 
field. His students and their parents are grateful to 
have the semblance of normal life.

“Sure, students have to have masks all the time 
and sit six feet away from their peers in tents, but 
at least they are at school,” said Winston. “I think 
parents understand the quality of education is not 
what it otherwise would be.” However, even in-
person learning is hindered by technological issues. 
“We are all using a lot of internet bandwidth to 
host our classes,” Winston explains. “This often 
leads to faulty internet connection and lag, reducing 
instructional quality and duration of learning.”

The Economic Policy Institute, a nonprofit 
think tank, suggested in a September report that 
when teachers started doing online learning, they 
had no or very little prior experience doing so. 
“I do believe in the innovative power of online 
learning and think this process has forced teachers 
to adapt to emerging technologies,” said Winston. 
“These technologies will be very important in the 
future, especially if/when we have to return to a 
virtual model of education.”

Winston also says, however, that nothing 
beats in-person instruction and that the human 
element of education is important. This point is 
strengthened by Kunders, who mentioned that it 
is harder to understand how much the students 
are learning and that we can’t compare real-time 
presence in school to online teaching.

Both Winston and Kunders agree that some 
positive changes have come out of this situation. 
“This system has brought me a lot closer to my 
colleagues,” explains Winston. “We have all had to 
get a bit more creative with our instruction, so we 
are sharing ideas with each other more readily.” 
Kunders agrees that “teachers and children have 
realized that they are in the same boat and that 
they have become cooperative.” While the virus 
requires us all to be physically separated, in some 
ways it has also brought us all closer together.

ARNAY AGARWAL • age 12

PERSONAL REPORT Meet IndyKids Reporter:

The BioBus is a moving science lab that is 
open for schools to expand their learning 

program of STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and math) and educate kids that have limited 
access to a high-quality science education. 

Typically, the programs have a bus where 
students can learn interactive science. BioBus 
programs use research-grade microscopes during 
afterschool, weekend and summer science 
explorations. BioBus research scientists lead 
courses in biological, environmental and material 
sciences that nurture students’ curiosity and 
thinking skills over the course of many sessions. 
During the pandemic, the BioBus adapted their 
programs to continue teaching students safely.

BioBus fights the inequalities that exist in 
the STEM industry by encouraging the scientific 
education of young girls and people of color to 

help them become STEM scientists. BioBus aims 
to enhance student’s advancement in sciences and 
engineering to enable their economic security. 
According to the National Science Board, 47% 
of the U.S. workforce are women, but only 28% 
of workers in the science industry are women, of 
which only 5% are women of color. This is due to 
a cycle of women not pursuing careers in STEM 
because the industries are dominated by white 
men. Women also have fewer role models in the 
science world.

BioBus is a great resource for women and 
people of color. It has many programs that help 
kids learn and flourish regardless of their finances. 
It is helping to expose students to a new world, and 
it is a great opportunity for kids no matter what 
career path they take. 

Science Briefs

Mother Earth has been losing many of 
her diverse plants and animals. In 2010 the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, made 
up of 150 countries, pledged to complete 20 
targets by 2020 in order to help protect Earth’s 
biodiversity. However, according to a U.N. 
report, only six of the 20 targets were partially 
achieved. This means that collectively we are 
not taking the right steps to save the variety of 
Earth’s ecosystems.  

Some people say that governments have 
not put enough effort into prioritizing the 
biodiversity targets, which include promoting 
sustainability and safeguarding ecosystems. 
David Cooper, lead author of the report, told 
ABC News, “Wealthy countries need to be 
willing to provide financial or practical support 
to help other nations.” It is yet to be seen 
whether the richer countries of the world will 
step up and help offer support.

World Isn’t Meeting Biodiversity 
Targets

A new study of California waters has 
revealed that in 2019, an estimated 13.3 
quadrillion microfibers were released into the 
state’s waterways and ocean, as reported by 
the Guardian. By 2050, it could be three times 
that much. The study was commissioned by a 
research team at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara.

Microfibers are extremely small. But they 
are a big problem for the ocean, wildlife and 
humans. They are about 100 times finer than 
human hair and are present in virtually all 
synthetic fabrics, including acrylic, nylon 
and polyester. Microfibers are dangerous 
because they are small, toxic and very easy for 
wildlife to swallow. Humans can also ingest 
microfibers when they consume wildlife. When 
we wash clothes, these plastic microfibers are 
released into the wastewater, which then ends 
up in the ocean.

Study Reveals 14 Quadrillion 
Plastic Microfibers Lurking in 
California’s Ecosystem

SLOAN BECKER • age 10 and INDYKIDS STAFF

What steps did you have to take to go from teacher to 
senator?

I’ve spent my nights and weekends as an activist and 
community organizer, fighting for changes to the systems 
that keep my students from having equitable access to the 
future they deserve. Unfortunately, politicians don’t always 
listen, so becoming a state senator is a way to bring those 
issues directly to Albany.

How has being Black and queer influenced your 
experience in politics?

 I’ve had the displeasure of being in Black spaces that 
were homophobic, and queer spaces that were racist. I’ve 
been followed late at night and had people shout racial or 
homophobic [insults] at me. When you feel like there’s a 
target on your back because of who you are, you end up 
fighting for a world where no one has to experience that.

 
How can we give kids from low-income backgrounds 
the same opportunities as any other kid?

 We have to start by ensuring that everyone has 

access to the basic necessities, like food, a home and 
healthcare. Right now where you are born and how 
well-off your parents are often determines whether or 
not you get these things. We need to recognize that these 
are universal rights. This year, our governor decided to 
put even less money toward public education — at a 
moment when poor students are facing new and greater 
challenges than ever. 

 
I’ve read that socialism has shaped a lot of your 
political ideas. What does socialism mean to you, and 
what role does it play in your political platform?

 To me, socialism is about putting people’s basic needs 
above the profits of corporations and the ultra-rich. That’s 
why I want to enact laws that give you all the healthcare 
you need, regardless of how much money you have. 
That’s why I want to make sure every New Yorker has 
access to a safe home, and why I think that everyone 
who wants to go to college should be able to do so 
without having to worry about the cost.

VIENNE LINSALATA • age 9 and INDYKIDS STAFF

Someday You Could Be a senator like Jabari Brisport
VIENNE LINSALATA • age 9

Jabari is a socialist politician, middle school math teacher, actor and 
the first Black openly gay state senator for New York’s 25th District. 
He is fighting for equal access to quality education, combating 
climate change, enacting criminal justice reform and creating a better 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

BECCA JENE USS • age 10

“Socialism is remembering that we’re a community, and caring less about ‘I got mine’ and more about ‘I got you.’” 
Jabari Brisport.

The Beneficial BioBus

“Howard Zinn – A People’s Historian (1922-2010)” 
portrait by Raoul Martinez
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The Challenges 
of Educating 
During a 
Pandemic

T his past November, President 
Trump announced an executive 
order for a so-called patriotic 
education commission, or the 1776 

Commission. The order was called in response 
to the 1619 Project, an award-winning interactive 
project of the New York Times Magazine focusing on 
slavery and a truthful presentation of American 
history. The “patriotic education” commission is 
an attempt to undermine the opening of America’s 
eyes to systemic racism. Trump said that this 
commission would be a group dedicated to writing 
“pro-American” curriculums.

President Trump has called teaching about 
systemic racism equal to “a form of child abuse” 
and a “twisted web of lies.” When announcing this 
order, Trump also attacked the late Howard Zinn, 
famed historian and author of A People’s History of the 
United States, a progressive history book. Trump said 
that it is unpatriotic to teach history that shows all 
aspects of U.S. history and presents the idea that 
America isn’t such a great country after all. Zinn 
believed the contrary. In an interview with IndyKids 
in 2009, he said, “Young people should know the 
truth, ugly as it may be. It is not unpatriotic to 
criticize our own country. Patriotism does not mean 
obedience to government. It means obedience to 
the principles that the government is supposed to 
stand for, and when a government violates those 
principles it is the right of the people to protest; 
that is democracy.” 

In a way, Trump has already won this battle. 
Recent surveys show that young people and 
children in America have giant gaps in what they 
understand about the history of slavery in the 
United States. In a 2018 report from the Southern 

Poverty Law Center, two-thirds of students didn’t 
know that a constitutional amendment was 
necessary to formally end slavery. 

However, there is still hope. Teachers are still 
holding their ground and teaching social justice 
issues. A student of Lena Amick, a teacher in 
Baltimore, linked the white supremacist policies 
of Christopher Columbus and Trump. The student 
said, “I think that Columbus is like Trump, and 
the Tainos are like the Mexican people.” 

If widespread criticism of the atrocities 
committed by Columbus is any indicator, then the 
momentum of Black Lives Matter and movements 
against systemic racism can help to bring about 
radical change in our education curriculums.

Trump's Proposed  Patriotic Education" 
Commission Seeks to Whitewash U.S. History 
AUGIE WOLFE-ROCCA • age 12
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Getting Wild With... 
Endangered Rabbit Species Loses 
Large Portion of Its Habitat Due to 
West Coast Wildfires
The small gray mammals known as the Columbia 

Basin pygmy rabbits lost more than half of 
their population due to the Pearl Hill and Cold 
Springs wildfires in Washington. In early 
September, the wildfires destroyed the pygmy 
rabbits’ natural habitat.

Columbia Basin pygmy rabbits are the 
smallest breed of rabbit in North America. 
Due to their size, they are prey for a lot of 
animals, such as coyotes, badgers and owls. 
Pygmy rabbits live in and eat a dry woody 
plant called sagebrush. The sagebrush 
acted as fuel for the fires to burn through 
60 miles in just 24 hours.

Many homes and businesses were 
also destroyed in the fires, but the 
pygmy rabbit species has been hit 
particularly hard. The rabbits have 
been struggling to remain around 
since before the dangerous wildfires. 

Pygmy rabbits have been an endangered 
species for 17 years. In 2004, they started 
to disappear from the wild because of land 
development, agriculture and wildfires. Many had 
been introduced back into the wild in 2011 after they 
had been kept in captive breeding programs. But even the 
areas the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service protect with the captive breeding programs were 
greatly impacted by the wildfires. It will be difficult to get the population back 
to normal without the area to breed them. 

Scientists agree that the wildfires are largely caused by climate change. 
Because of the wildfires, we are losing endangered animals, plants and even 
human lives. A United Nations report from 2019 revealed that at least 1 
million species could be facing extinction due to climate change.

MONA DELGADO • age 10

Answer: CT Vivian

1. I was as born on July 30, 1924, in Boonville, 
Missouri.

2. I led my first sit-in, which sought to desegregate 
Barton’s Cafeteria in Peoria, Illinois, in 1947.

3. I dropped out of college to become a minister 
and was an inspiring leader in the civil rights 
movement of the 1960s.

4. On April 19, 1960, I was one of thousands of 
demonstrators who marched on City Hall in 
Nashville, Tennessee. Ultimately, we managed 
to persuade then-Mayor Ben West to publicly 
say that racial discrimination was morally 
wrong.

5. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said I was one of his 
closest advisers and the best preacher who has 
ever lived.

6.  In 1961, I participated in Freedom Rides to 
Mississippi and was arrested.

7. “You can turn your back on me, but you cannot 
turn your back upon the idea of justice,” I 
famously said to Sheriff Jim Clark during 
a drive to promote Black votes outside the 
courthouse in Selma, Alabama, in 1965.

8. I was very important in the civil rights 
movement, and due to our sustained efforts, 
by the end of 1965, Congress finally passed the 
Voting Rights Act.

9.  In 1966, I started VISION, now known as 
Upward Bound, by helping 700 students in the 
state of Alabama to get scholarships for college.

10. Soon after, in 1970, I wrote Black Power and the 
American Myth.

11. President Obama presented me with the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2013.

12. I died in Atlanta on July 17, 2020, at age 95.

Who Am I?

LINNEA QUAMMEN • age 10

Now more than ever, we need sources of media 
for our youth that center the stories of people of 
color, immigrants, women, workers and LGBTQIA+ 
communities. IndyKids is the nation’s only social justice-
oriented newspaper written by kids for kids. Now in its 
16th year in print, IndyKids is distributed to classrooms 
and households in 35 states, helping thousands of youth 
think more critically about the news of the world. Plus, it’s 
free and ad-free! 
Subscription costs cover only the cost of mailing issues 
to subscribers. We rely on donations to cover all other 
costs of producing IndyKids and running our Kid Reporter 
Program, through which more than 200 youth have been 
trained as journalists. 
Can you contribute today to help us continue printing 
IndyKids and training the journalists of tomorrow? Thank 
you for your continued support! 
Give online today at 
http://indykids.org/main/donate/ 
To donate via mail, send a check makde out to “IndyKids” 
to P.O. Box 2281, New York, NY 10163

Thank you 
for your 
continued 
support!
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